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Issue No. 902

SERVICES AND ONLINE GATHERINGS
Services you can attend in church are in blue & those on Facebook are in red
WEEKDAYS:
9.00am Monday – Saturday:
Morning Prayers at 9.00am on Facebook ‘Go Live’
10.30am WEDNESDAY ONLY—NO SERVICE THIS WEEK.
Informal Communion will resume from Wed 10th.
9.00pm Every day of the week: Compline at 9.00pm will be on Facebook ‘Go
Live’ the Emmanuel and St Paul’s page and available afterwards as a
recording.
SUNDAYS: now look like this
8.00am

Holy Communion with the Book of Common Prayer

10.00am

10@10 - Ten minutes together in worship for the younger in age
or outlook! (LIVE on Facebook).

10.30am

The Gathering with Agapé communion. (LIVE on Facebook).

9.00pm

Compline (on Facebook).

FOR DETAILS OF CHRISTMAS ACTIVITY SEE PAGES 5-8

Bible Studies and Prayer Meetings on Zoom on
Wednesdays at 7.30pm: each event open to everyone:
1st Wednesday: Parish Prayer Meeting
Zoom ID 141 678 796 Passcode: Click Here
2nd and 4th Wednesdays: ‘Hebrews@Home’ Bible Studies, with a clergy lead,
finishing by 8.30pm
Zoom ID 279 338 2327 Passcode: Click Here
2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Wednesdays: ‘Praying with the voice of the Psalmist’.
Taking a lead from a Psalm and praying together for personal, church, national and
international needs
Zoom ID 141 678 796 Passcode: Click Here
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PEWS NEWS from Ron
This week’s one-liner from Allan
Turnbull : I bought a Thesaurus
a few days ago, but when I got
home and opened it all the pages were blank. I have no words
to describe how angry I was!
Please note, the correct number
for Freda Lee is 01752 828124.
An incorrect number has been
published in some places.

HEBREWS@HOME
An hour together ‘at home’ looking at an amazing letter written to First Century Christians, revealing the person and work of Jesus, both fully
God and fully man. How should we respond to
our perfect Saviour?
A mix of reading, listening, discussion and prayer, with a clergy lead. 2nd & 4th Wednesday evenings, from 7.30pm to 8.30pm.

Send your news or funny things
to Ron, or direct to the editor!

A PUZZLING PUZZLE…..
A tricky question or puzzle for you…
What does the UK sell 6 million of
each year leading up to Christmas?
Answer on NOW ON BACK PAGE!

JOHN WARREN’S FUNERAL
John's funeral is next Monday
30th November, at 11.30. The committal
is at Efford at 12.15pm
As numbers will be limited in the church,
we will be streaming the service.
The URL is
https://youtu.be/o9_MKZmKZEo

TONYS’ REFLECTIONS
Reflection 31 - if you missed it, its online now. If you missed it, you missed
the return of Mr Martin. You will also be introduced to the mischief making Mr
Jenkins. No one messed with either. In Reflection 31, Tony explored how
no-one messed with the greatest teacher of them all, a teacher, a healer, a
guide - Our guide, Jesus.
Reflection 32 will arrive this weekend
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HANDS UP…..
If you have read or looked at the latest parish magazine yet?
If your hand is still down, you will find the link on p7, have a read you might be
surprised! Then you can put your hand up next week!!

WANTED
Wanted: Used Laptops, Smart
Phones, Tablets, projectors: If
you have devices laying unused
around your house, then please
consider donating them to Stephen
& Louise’s ministry with Indians and
Iranians. We appreciate that more
than 10 devices have been donated
in the past and are now in use. We
can also help delete, wipe, or
reformat so that none of your data
is at risk. Please call or message
Stephen at 07847-357572.”

DIME
December 5th - We will have a Meditation
led by Mavis Holmes
Here is the link and contact details:
https://tinyurl.com/y2g95sqq
Meeting ID: 872 8636 7757
Usual password (contact Linda on 01752
227003 if you need it)

TO NON-FACEBOOK USERS….
If you would like to occasionally watch or participate in Emmanuel’s on-line services and prayer times, but you don’t use Social Media, then please call or leave
your name and phone number at the church office. We might be able to find you a
solution. Alternatively you can call or message Stephen at 07847-357572
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A SPECIAL FOUR-PAGE SUPPLIMENT

A READING FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
The 6th Reading for Emmanuel’s Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and
yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind
to divorce her quietly.
20
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.”
22
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
24
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he
gave him the name Jesus.
MATTHEW 1 v18-25
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THIS CHRISTMAS
OUR MAIN ACTIVITY WILL BE ON-LINE
Either via our ‘Emmanuel with St. Paul’s’ Facebook page live and recorded
feeds afterwards on the website, or on Zoom:

On Christmas Eve there will be a 5.30pm ‘Carols round the family tree’
Zoom carol service. We hope that approaching 500 people will be present
as a result of our invitation. It will be sent live from Emmanuel Church. The
carols will be played variously by band and organ and piano with each
household singing amongst themselves before coming back together for
further introduction / message / prayers etc., interspersing them!
On Christmas Day, our main service will be the online 10.30 gathering for
half an hour on Facebook as usual. There will be a Zoom room afterwards
to wish each other Christmas greetings!

WE WILL ALSO BE MEETING IN OUR BUILDINGS AT BOTH CHURCHES
Christmas Eve There will be a ‘Midnight Service’ at St Paul’s (time to be announced) but NOT at Emmanuel. The reason behind the latter is because
although many might like to come, it would inevitably be restricted to very
few because of social distancing and the whole beauty of late night carols,
etc would be lost.
Christmas Day
We plan to have short 30 minute services: 9am
and 10.30 am at Emmanuel for people to book into
in advance. And a 10am service at St Pauls. More
details on the website.
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IN ADDITION, WE SHALL BE OFFERING
THE FOLLOWING IN THE PARISH:
An Emmanuel ‘Front Window Advent Trail’ Details of this are already online
at the Web and on Facebook. People paint a Christmas verse, Carol or line
from a carol onto their window. We are after 24 participant households which
will eventually form an Advent walk between homes in the parish! Contact
Becky Bale for further details or look up on web/Facebook page.
As well as the ‘Front Window Advent Trail’ we also hope to build a crib
under the lamppost in Emmanuel grounds and encourage the children (as
directed through Facebook) to bring things to decorate it.
Both churches will be decorating their grounds with lighting and cribs to put
out the message that we’re still operational!
Karl will be inviting you to ‘An Hour in The Stable’ (via Facebook) sometime in the week leading up to Christmas where, in a similar manner to Good
Friday Services, he intends to lead us through some prayerful, biblical Christ
centred reflections on the coming of our Saviour. He has also challenged the
clergy team to each offer something similar themselves! More on that as they
rise to the call!
Emmanuel will also be seeking to send a Christmas Gift to those who
might otherwise feel isolated from their church and other families at this time of
year.

More detail will follow – and possibly more ideas too – in the meantime, how
about this for a leader into the joy of the approaching season?
Keep up to date via the website
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
A printed version of the lighting of the Advent candle over
the four Sundays of Advent.

WEEK 1
The Candle of Hope. The Patriarchs.
We hear the message of hope told to Abraham

WATCH THE ADVENT
CANDLE LIGHT WEEK
AFTER WEEK AS WE
MOVE THROUGH THE
FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT

CHRISTMAS CAROL OF THE WEEK

Once in Royal David’s City
Sung by the choir of Kings College
Cambridge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMGMVfujUY&t=145s
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Joins with Monthly Prayer
Meeting on first Wednesday of

PRAYER ROOM EVERY WEDNESDAY
Come and join the open prayer room on
zoom led by Rev Tony every Wednesday of
the month, between 7.30 and 8.30pm. A
chance to join in with fellow members of
the congregation praising God and interceding for the World, the church and ourselves. The first Wednesday is parish prayers and on the other weeks we will be taking a lead from a Psalm.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/141678796?
pwd=VERURTVtcWQzbkZvdXFRMnJpKzg
3dz09
ID : 141 678 796 , usual password

DISTINCTIVE DEACONS
Exeter Diocese, the Bishop of Plymouth and some familiar faces explore and
explain the role of a Distinctive Deacon. If you have not watched it yet, the video
can be seen is at:
https://emmanuelplymouth.co.uk/Articles/570028/Home_Page_links.aspx
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GAUDENCIO, The Philippines
My Water Buffalo
It’s not a present that most 12-year-old boys would
have on their wish list, but Gaudencio’s buffalo has
transformed how his family farms. A gift from his sponsor, the carabao, as it is known in the Philippines, is a
blessing for the family who works the land of their rural
community.

BRITAIN’S GOT TALONS
ITV, From 6.45pm Boxing Day
Fed up with their televisions being clogged up with cream of
Britain’s ugliest humans screeching at the top of their voice or
preforming ridiculous tricks (like juggling upside down or trying
to eat twenty boiled eggs in a minute) and the world’s most B-list
celebrities crawling through snake pits in order to eat a maggot
and claim an free scoop of mashed potato to share among their
sun-baked contemporaries, a gang of vultures set to work
torturing Simon Cowell, Will I Am and Ant and Dec. Ironically
filmed in real time.

RECIPES USING
MINCEMEAT
Mincemeat Shortbread
WEBSITE LINK
https://www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=268053
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Christmas around the world
Ireland
The Irish leave a tall, red candle in a front window overnight—a welcoming symbol
of warmth and shelter for the holiday season. Traditional Christmas fare in Ireland
often includes homemade roast goose, vegetables, cranberries and potatoes.

DID YOU
KNOW….
The Canadian province
of Nova Scotia leads the
world in exporting three
things: lobster, wild
blueberries, and Christmas
trees

* That’s is, exclusive to Keeping Connected and not featured in the
current magazine

Emmanuel Church, 1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5BZ

Tel: 01752 260317
Email: office@emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
> Website: www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
> Facebook: Search ’Emmanuel with St Pauls’
Deadline for this publication: Wednesdays 12noon via the email address above or direct to the editor
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> MARK 12 v29-31
SUN

Heavenly Father we pray for all those working through organisations, at home and abroad,
to bring aid to children and their families in need of shelter, food, clean water and sanitation;
such as WaterAid, Save the Children Fund, Tearfund and many others. In the Name of Jesus Christ. Amen

MON

Father God we pray for all children and adults who are being exploited whether as slave
workers or for the sex or drug trade or in any other way and the many dedicated people who
work to rescue them and help them to lead normal lives. In Jesus Name Amen.

TUE

Heavenly Father, we pray for Mercy Ships, Operation Smile, Operation Hernia, SightSavers,
Medecins Sans Frontieres, The Red Cross and other Groups dedicated to bringing medical
aid across the globe, often in highly dangerous areas and under extreme conditions. We
pray for their safety and success in their mission to save lives and alleviate suffering. In the
Holy Name of Jesus, Amen.

WED

Lord, we pray for all doctors, nurses, and other professionals who work in the medical and
surgical field, including care workers and any others who work tirelessly to provide care in
our hospitals, nursing and care homes, hospices and with those in their own homes. Give
them strength in their work and enable them to show patience and compassion to those
they care for. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

THU

Lord, we pray for those who put themselves at risk in the work they do within the organisations who take aid to those in need in disaster areas such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, landslides, tsunamis or any other kind of natural disasters such as floods or droughts
or fires. We pray that You keep them safe and enable them to reach those who need them
and get aid to them swiftly and safely. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

FRI

Father, we pray for our own emergency services in Britain; Rapid Response Teams with
the Air Ambulance, RNLI, Coastguard, Air Sea Rescue and all the special Groups who drop
everything to go to the aid of someone in trouble or danger. Also, for our Police, Fire, Ambulance and Social Services. We pray for their safety and of those they go to help. In Jesus'
Name, Amen.

SAT

Lord, we pray for all volunteers who give of their time and talents in various ways to reach
out in love to others, especially amongst the poor, the elderly and those with special needs
and those who care for them. We ask this in the Holy |Name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THESE PRAYERS WERE PROVIDED BY: Sue Castle
If you are interested in writing the weekly prayers for the noticesheet, please contact Linda on 227003

PUZZLING PUZZLE ANSWER
6 million is the number of rolls of sellotape that will be sold in the UK in the run up to
Christmas
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