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Issue No. 903

SERVICES AND ONLINE GATHERINGS

Services you can attend in church are in blue & those on Facebook are in red
WEEKDAYS:
9.00am Monday – Saturday:
Morning Prayers at 9.00am on Facebook ‘Go Live’
9.00pm Every day of the week: Compline at 9.00pm will be on Facebook ‘Go
Live’ the Emmanuel and St Paul’s page and available afterwards as a
recording.
SUNDAYS: now look like this
10.30

'The Gathering’: Informal Agapé Communion from Emmanuel
Church (LIVE on Facebook).

9.00pm Compline (on Facebook).

Bible Studies and Prayer Meetings on Zoom on Wednesdays at 7.30pm: each
event open to everyone:

1st Wednesday: Parish Prayer Meeting
Zoom ID 141 678 796 Passcode: Click Here
2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Wednesdays: ‘Praying with the voice of the Psalmist’. Taking a
lead from a Psalm and praying together for personal, church, national and international needs
Zoom ID 141 678 796 Passcode: Click Here

A PUZZLING PUZZLE…..
A tricky question or puzzle for you…
What covers the equivalent of 3240 standard football pitches?

WEBSITE LINK: https://www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk/
Publisher/File.aspx?ID=268053
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PEWS NEWS from Ron

TONYS’ REFLECTIONS

John Warren's funeral was executed in the
most impressive way for those who
watched. Apart from all the family, our own
worshipping leadership put on an excellent
display one which John would have been
proud of. Another feature was the technical reproduction on You Tube.
So much so that the Audio Visual Team of
Tim and Ray have been invited by the
undertakers to be present at their next
funeral so they can learn some of their
techniques!

What’s your idea of a good day off?
Are you up at the crack of dawn, full
of energy and determined to make
things happen? Do you lay in bed,
get into the day slowly and just let
life happen to you?

This week’s one-liner from Allan Turnbull : I
went to the Bank to get a Loan. The Manager said "I'm sorry, the loan arranger isn't
in today". I said "That's ok, can I speak to
Tonto?"
Send your news or funny things to Ron, or
direct to the editor!

Why is Tony talking about days off?
Find out in Reflection 32 online if
you missed it. Reflection 33 will be
up this weekend.

KARL’S BULLETIN
Karl’s latest bulletin will be included
with the newsletter. Otherwise,
please find it online.

PRAYER ROOM - EVERY WEDNESDAY
Come and join the open prayer room on zoom led by Rev Tony every Wednesday
of the month, between 7.30 and 8.30pm. A chance to join in with fellow members
of the congregation praising God and interceding for the World, the church and
ourselves. The first Wednesday is parish prayers and on the other weeks we will
be taking a lead from a Psalm.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/141678796?
pwd=VERURTVtcWQzbkZvdXFRMnJpKzg3dz09
ID : 141 678 796 and the usual password

DIME
December 5th We will have a Meditation led by Mavis Holmes
Here is the link and contact details:
https://tinyurl.com/y2g95sqq
Meeting ID: 872 8636 7757
(Although dated Sunday 6th, this newsletter is usually sent on email on a
Friday or Saturday, so this is a last minute reminder!!)

WEBSITE LINK: https://www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk/
Publisher/File.aspx?ID=268053
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HANDS UP…..
If you have read or looked at the latest parish magazine yet?
If your hand is still down, you will find the link on p7, have a read you might be
surprised! Then you can put your hand up next week!!

WANTED

TO NON-FACEBOOK USERS….

Wanted: Used Laptops, Smart
Phones, Tablets, projectors: If
you have devices laying unused
around your house, then please
consider donating them to Stephen
& Louise’s ministry with Indians and
Iranians. We appreciate that more
than 10 devices have been donated
in the past and are now in use. We
can also help delete, wipe, or
reformat so that none of your data
is at risk. Please call or message
Stephen at 07847-357572.”

If you would like to occasionally watch or
participate in Emmanuel’s on-line services
and prayer times, but you don’t use Social
Media, then please call or leave your name
and phone number at the church office.
We might be able to find you a solution. Alternatively you can call or message
Stephen at 07847-357572

CAN YOU HELP?
Jo Connett at St Paul's is sending out food
boxes to those who are finding it difficult at
this time in the Efford area. Could we at
Emmanuel help by purchasing a few extra
non-perishable items when we next
shop?
Things like tins, beans, fruit, pasta, etc.
PLEASE NOTE:
We have enough sweet biscuits and
chocolates/ sweets

If you could drop them off at my home address [just leave on the door step] or ring
me if there is a problem. I will then, once a
week, drop off the items to Jo. My address
is 2 Glenhurst Road, Mannamead,
Plymouth. PL3 5LT. Tel 01752 267343.
Thanks.
Barrie
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A SPECIAL FOUR-PAGE SUPPLIMENT

A READING FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
The 7th Reading for Emmanuel’s Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world.
2
(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.)
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And everyone went to their own town to register.
4
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David.
5
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child.
6
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
7
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest
room available for them.
LUKE 2 v1-7
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THIS CHRISTMAS
OUR MAIN ACTIVITY WILL BE ON-LINE
Either via our ‘Emmanuel with St. Paul’s’ Facebook page live and recorded
feeds afterwards or on Zoom:

On Christmas Eve there will be a 5.30pm ‘Carols round the family tree’
Zoom carol service. We hope that approaching 500 people will be present
as a result of our invitation. It will be sent live from Emmanuel Church. The
carols will be played variously by band and organ and piano with each
household singing amongst themselves before coming back together for further introduction / message / prayers etc., interspersing them!
On Christmas Day, our main service will be the online 10.30 gathering for
half an hour on Facebook as usual. There will be a zoom room afterwards to
wish each other Christmas greetings!

WE WILL ALSO BE MEETING IN OUR BUILDINGS AT BOTH CHURCHES
Christmas Eve There will be a ‘Midnight Service’ at St Paul’s AT 11.30pm.
but NOT at Emmanuel. The reason behind the latter is because although
many might like to come, it would inevitably be restricted to very few because of social distancing and the whole beauty of late night carols, etc
would be lost.
Christmas Day
(Confirmation of these times and booking details to follow)

We plan to have short 30 minute services:
9am and 11.30am at Emmanuel for people to book
into in advance.
And a 10am service at St Pauls
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IN ADDITION, WE SHALL BE OFFERING
THE FOLLOWING IN THE PARISH:
An Emmanuel ‘Front Window Advent Trail’ Details of this are already online
at the Web and on Facebook. People paint a Christmas verse, Carol or line
from a carol onto their window. We are after 24 participant households which
will eventually form an Advent walk between homes in the parish! Contact
Becky Bale for further details or look up on web/Facebook page.
As well as the ‘Front Window Advent Trail’ we also hope to build a crib
under the lamppost in Emmanuel grounds and encourage the children (as directed through Facebook) to bring things to decorate it.
Both churches will be decorating their grounds with lighting and cribs to put
out the message that we’re still operational!
I (Karl) will be inviting you to ‘An Hour in The Stable’ (via Facebook)
sometime in the week leading up to Christmas where, in a similar manner to
Good Friday Services, I intend to lead us through some prayerful, biblical
Christ centred reflections on the coming of our Saviour. I’ve also challenged
the clergy team each to offer something similar themselves! More on that as
they rise to the call!
Emmanuel will also be seeking to send a Christmas Gift to those who
might otherwise feel isolated from their church and other families at this time of
year.
More detail will follow – and possibly more ideas too – in the meantime, how
about this for a leader into the joy of the approaching season?
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
A printed version of the lighting of the Advent candle
over the four Sundays of Advent.

WEEK 2
The Candle of Peace. The Prophets. We hear from
Isaiah of one who will be born Prince of Peace

WATCH THE ADVENT
CANDLE LIGHT WEEK
AFTER WEEK AS WE
MOVE THROUGH THE
FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT

CHRISTMAS CAROL OF THE WEEK

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Sung by the choir of Kings College
Cambridge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VJqgspx57C0
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Joins with Monthly Prayer
Meeting on first Wednesday of

THE BISHOP, THE BATH AND
THE BAR OF SOAP!!!
The bar of soap forms part of Christian
Aid’s Christmas appeal, the bath
(empty) is a promotional prop and the
Bishop - Bishop Nick, the Bishop of
Plymouth is endorsing the appeal.
You can read more about it here:
https://exeter.anglican.org/bishop-takes
-bath-for-christian-aid-christmas-soapappeal/

HMM…….
Is it too early to be thinking about these?
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ADELIA, Indonesia
My Cheeky Dog
Adelia’s cheeky doggo Kopi is named for his coffeecoloured fur. Her pet doubles as security for the family’s home while her parents work in the fields, and as a
favourite playmate.

PIERS PEERS AT PEIRCE PEERING AT PIERS,
BBC2 8pm New Year’s Day
Tasked with a mission by the Queen of England, former Bond
actor Pierce Brosnan tours the UK exploring the history behind
the piers which still exist and those which don’t. Disguised as a
fairground entertainer, watching his every move whilst peering
through the holes in his newspaper, Piers Morgan sets out to
prevent Brosnan completing his mission. Expect nostalgia,
expect car chases, expect explosions and whole load of
gadgets. No piers were harmed in the making of this
programme.

RECIPES USING
MINCEMEAT
Mince Pies De Luxe
WEBSITE LINK: https://www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk/
Publisher/File.aspx?ID=268053
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Christmas around the world
Poland
On Christmas Eve in Poland, many families share oplatek (an unleavened religious
wafer), each person breaking off a piece as they wish each other Merry Christmas.
Dinner may not begin until the first star appears in the night sky and, traditionally,
an extra setting is left at thetable should someone show up uninvited.

DID YOU
KNOW….
Our favourite Christmas
song, “Carol of the
Bells,” was based on a
Ukrainian folk chant,
“Shchedryk” (known in
English as “Little Swallow”).

* That’s is, exclusive to Keeping Connected and not featured in the
current magazine

Emmanuel Church, 1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5BZ

Tel: 01752 260317
Email: office@emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
> Website: www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
> Facebook: Search ’Emmanuel with St Pauls’
Deadline for this publication: Wednesdays 12noon via the email address above or direct to the editor
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> CHURCH OUTREACH (Gal 6v10)
SUN

Give thanks for the Efford food and Christmas box initiative. Pray for continued
provision of its needs and for strength and help for those who run it.

MON

Pray for the outreach work undertaken with those who live at the women’s
refuge and that the women there would find refuge in God’s love and grace.

TUE

Those who live in care homes have been more isolated than ever this year.
Pray that the work to bring God’s loving word to them would be able to resume soon and that the previous work will have been a blessing to those who
received it.

WED

Give thanks for the many people who have run or helped out with the various
groups that have ministered to or educated members of our local community
such as Tea Break, Toddler Tunes, Craft and Chatter, the uniformed groups ,St
Paul’s mother and Toddlers. Pray that their work will continue soon and will be
fruitful.

THU

Pray for all those of our church family that have caring responsibilities ( e.g. of
the elderly, of children, of the sick). Ask that the Holy Spirit would continue to
fill them with compassion, grace and wisdom.

FRI

Ask that God would bless the work of those in our city who work for and with
refugees and asylum seekers, especially those who work to support Christians
such as the Aslan group.

SAT

Give thanks to our Father for all of the many gifts with which he has blessed
you and ask Him how He wants you to use those to do good to others in the
coming week.

THESE PRAYERS WERE PROVIDED BY: Jane Turner
If you are interested in writing the weekly prayers for the noticesheet, please contact Linda on 227003

PUZZLING PUZZLE ANSWER
The UK Brussels Sprouts industry (and yes, it’s Brussels sprout, not brussel sprout) is
worth £650 million, and the area of the country covered by Brussels Sprouts fields is the
equivalent to 3,240 football pitches.
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