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Sometimes it is isn’t until you are looking for something that you find something
else. In this case, I was look for inspiration for what to write here and stumbled
across these four verses:
1
In you, Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
2
Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge,
a strong fortress to save me.
3
Since you are my rock and my fortress,
for the sake of your name lead and guide me.
4
Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge.
They say in university, if a lecturer says something twice, it’s important, so write it
down. The Bible is obviously more important than any lecturer, and anything it
says must be very important. And so, in discovering the verses above, which
come from Psalm 31, are exactly the same as the first four verses of Psalm 71 it is
something of worthy note. Here David calls God his “rock” - his shield from attack and his “fortress” - which protects from all four points of the compass. As life begins to return to how we knew it before the complications and restrictions of the
last year and half ease, it is our faith which sustains us, shields us from all attacks,
protects us for all sides and helps us move forward. As you do, take refuge in the
Lord, hide in Him; turn to him in prayer knowing his strength; ask Him to continually guide you and ask him to set you free in the freedom of faith. Ephesians 6 talks
about the battle armour of God, Psalm 91 is a Psalm of protection, clothe yourself
in them, stand firm with the rock, stand upright in your fortress and you will be
ready for anything as we step out into a brave new world. For the record, parts of
Psalm 31 is quoted by Paul, Stephen, Jonah, Jeremiah and Jesus - all, in times of
trouble sought God’s protection through trust. It is in the new uncertainly where we
must trust the promise.
Talking of trusting in God’s promise; Debbie and Holly have been hard at work on
some artwork, find out more on p39. This forms part of our new Kids’ Church section, as we record what our children have been up to in recent weeks. As the next
generation are at the start of their journey, we turn the clock back to those who
went before, focusing on St Paul’s and Efford. There is of course Mission of the
Month (p41-p49), Pews News (p58-p59) and all the regular features. We also, as
Rev Tony does (sitting in for Karl this time) pay tribute to The Duke of
Edinburgh (centre pages).
So, curl up with a hot drink and some of Dominie’s Apple and Cinnamon Jam on
toast and while away an hour or two deep in the pages of a good read!
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We always knew it would take something extraordinary or
unusual to knock the pandemic off first place in the news headlines for any length of time. I am always glad to hear something other than Covid in the news, but I wish it hadn’t been the
death of the Duke of Edinburgh which took over as the top issue.
For most of us, Prince Philip has been part of the national fabric, ever since we
have been born. For the rest of us, he has been “there” for as long as we care to
remember.
He has certainly cut an impressive figure. Ever reliable at the Queen’s side, with a
delightful mix of dignity and, on occasion, irreverent humour – such as when, on
meeting a driving instructor in Scotland, on a royal visit back in 1995, he asked,
“How do you keep the natives off the booze long enough to get them through the
test?”
As so many of the tributes have reminded us, he has had a glittering life of
achievement, in so many ways. We are rightly thankful for the dedicated service
he has given our Queen and our Country.
It is sobering that, even for a man like the Duke who has done so much for so
many, everything boils down to just one simple question. Now the Duke has
passed into eternity there is only one thing that really matters.
It’s the only thing that will matter for any of us.

Do we trust Jesus?
We trust and hope that the Duke was a man who did have saving faith.
What about people around us, though?
“How can people call for help if they don't know who to trust? And how can they
know who to trust if they haven't heard of the One who can be trusted? And how
can they hear if nobody tells them?” (Romans 10:14)
Let’s take every opportunity we can - and ask God for more opportunities besides to tell those around us about “the One who can be trusted”.
Love and best wishes,
Rev Tony

Vicar’s Voice
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Last month, in our Testimony Times: my Life in Faith feature, we launched our
serialising of Becky Bale’s testimony. Here is part 2.

Not long after this, my family relocated to Totnes, Devon, where my Dad continued
to serve with CCA. I was very unimpressed with this move at the time - I had just
been accepted into the all girls’ high school that I was planning to attend in Hull,
and had trouble settling into the mixed comprehensive in Totnes. Looking back I
can see God’s hand at work - if we hadn’t moved, I wouldn’t have met my husband,
Graham, who’s parents helped us move into our new house and who’s mum was
on my Dad’s work committee! I settled into the youth group at Totnes United Free
Church and am grateful to the then minister and his wife who were so supportive to
me. I continued links with this church after my family moved to Dartmouth until I
finally settled at Dartmouth Baptist Church.
Having attended the Brethren holiday camps at Filey while we lived in Hull, I signed
up to go to the North Devon Camp after moving to Totnes. The camp Padre that
year was Peter Glasgow and the scripture he gave me during that week was Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore I beseech you brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God this is your proper worship. Do not be conformed to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is - His good pleasing and perfect
will.”
I have revisited these verses many times since then, as God has taught and challenged me through them - they don’t speak of a one off sacrifice, but a daily offering of ourselves to Him and a continuing transformation as we allow Him to make
us more like Jesus.
Once I reached ‘6th Form’ at school, I did some work experience at a local primary
school, and having enjoyed it, applied for teacher training college. Graham had already moved to Plymouth to study Civil Engineering at the Polytechnic, and we
started writing to each other after he had been baptised back at his home church in
Totnes. In September 1987, I started studying at Rolle College in Exmouth, where
I was an active member of the CU, as well as getting involved at Exmouth Chapel,
helping with Sunday School. Graham would drive over from Plymouth on weekends in his yellow Robin Reliant, nicknamed ‘The Flying Banana’!
I am really grateful for the christian friends who I know prayed for me at Rolle. My
walk with God deepened over this time and I was excited to read the Bible as a
‘living word’ - I discovered the value of underlining verses that spoke to me particularly, so I could be reminded of the things God was saying to me.
Part 3 will be in the next edition, July/August. Which will be available at the end
of June.
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As in previous years - recent history if you will - our May/June Edition is taking local,
parish history as our feature. Although last year, we stream-lined our offering in
May/June to compensate for the extended celebrations of 150 Years of Emmanuel
in the Sept/Oct Edition - in fact, later in this feature, we will link back to that. Over
recent years we have looked at the History of Emmanuel through chronological
context, through the Hidden Histories behind the commemorative plaques on the
walls and seen how the wars affected the residents at this end of the parish. So, I
thought it only fitting therefore, that we make the short journey to the other end of
the parish and focus the parish history this year on St Paul’s.
The city council, who run the annual, official Plymouth History Festival have once
again decided to focus their content online - well, luckily for us no drastic limitations
are in place - in fact we are online as well as in print and reach more people now
that we did before. We are also in colour online (or in the case of this feature, sepia!) Every cloud and all that!
What is coming up? Well, as mentioned, we focus on St Paul’s in both social and
chronological history, we have been trawling the achieves with some unexpected results and there are memories, photos and
some things you never knew you
never knew!!
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PARISH MAGAZINE
FLASHBACK
The phrase “turn of the century” seems to conjure the switch
from 19th Century Victorian period to the 20th Century Victorian
period. We seem to forget that anyone 22 or older have actually
lived through one, and not just a 100 year switch but a 1000 year
switch too - despite the millennium bug!
>>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> Back in the year 2000, the September magazine advertised a Beach, Rock Pool and Sculpture Party; whatever the
weather. How times have changed. Any chance of a shower
sees an event having ‘cancelled’ plastered all over these days
for fear a child might get water in their ear! Ok, tongue in cheek
perhaps, and maybe
2021 will see an increase in ‘whatever the
weather’ as people long
for increased social interaction in the wake of
the last fifteen months.
Full and half marathons
may return this year
too. Many of our parish
have run in the Plymouth event before, and
a few in London. Back
in May 2000 members
of St Paul’s congregation, Jeremy Sylvester,
Colin Biscombe and
Charles Kelly took part
in the Plymouth Half
Marathon in aid of
CHEER, a charity working in Romania
which John Grimes (unfortunately injured on
run day) was associated with. The report
(above) of the Marathon appeared in the
August 2000 edition.
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If there is one thing that underpins history, it is the passing of time. If there is one
thing that underpins time, it is
its ability to create history.
So, this history feature begins
with an article about clocks, and
two plaques you may not have
noticed before.
The early 1980s were a significant time in the history of Emmanuel Church Hall (more on this
later in the magazine). So history was marked by the giving of
two commemorative clocks. At the main kitchen end, the clock
(above) is dedicated to Reg Milford, Emmanuel deputy church
warden for many years, who died in 1981. The original clock is
still in place to this day and still works without issue.
The second clock,
sadly now damaged
and no longer in
place, was presented to mark the occasion of the 28th
Plymouth Brownies
Diamond
Jubilee.
Apologies for the
unclear
photo
(bottom) the inscription reads :
“Presented to Emmanuel Parish Hall
on the occasion of
28th Plymouth
Brownies Diamond
Jubilee 1923-1983

Local History Edition
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FROM MOUNT SANAI TO BUCKLAND BEACON
At 1,253ft above sea level stands Buckland Beacon, one of the
Dartmoor frontier heights from which a chain of beacons were
lit for both the Millennium and the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. In fact one of the rocks has the inscription “Buckland
Beacon. A beacon fire, one of a chain, lit here by the Parishioners of Buckland-in-the-Moor in celebration of their Majesties’
silver jubilee May 6th 1935.”
However, it is not this rock which is the focus of this article. Not
far from the jubilee inscription are two large stones on which
The 10 Commandments are etched. As legendarydartmoor.co.uk explains: In 1928 Parliament rejected the adoption
of the proposed new Book of Common Prayer. This was seen
by many as a victory for Protestantism as the new book was
considered a ‘popish trend’. One that certainly shared that view
was the then lord of Buckland Manor – Mr William Whitely of
Wellstor. To celebrate this ‘victory’ he commissioned a sculptor
called W. A. Clement to engrave the Ten Commandments on
two ‘tables of stone’ on Buckland Beacon.
In addition to the Ten Commandments, there are other verses
carved into the stones.
Because the stones are exposed and battered by wind and
rain, the words fade. June 2017 saw conservators working on
the stones making the commandments and verses legible
again
Sources:
 https://www.legendarydartmoor.co.uk/ten_command.htm
 http://holidayindartmoor.co.uk/buckland-in-the-moor/the-tencommandments-stones-35748.html
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PARISH MAGAZINE
FLASHBACK
Imagine climbing a spiral staircase in a cold Victorian Church
bell tower on a dark, windy, winter’s weekday evening to practise a peel or a Treble Bob Hunt, learn the art of pulling the sally in the rounds or just finalise the method for Sunday morning.
But of all nights, climbing those twisting stairs, in >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> the surreal calm before the storm of celebration, on
New Year’s Eve, wrapped up to
the nines in scarves, hats and
coats as the biting winter wind
howled, shutting doors quicker
than you could open them and
the shifting shadows of the trees in the lamppost light enough
to spook the most seasoned of late-night walkers. It’s close to
midnight, and whilst most were seeing in the New Year in the
warmth of their home, this was somewhat of a tradition among
Bell-ringers keen to ring out the old and ring in the new.
On what feels a warmer skill without much need to work into
the wee-small hours, the Tapestry Workers would meet again
at the vicarage in early February 1970.
With long-awaited re-openings happening
in 2021, joy will return to many a sportplaying individual. A similar call was made
to Badminton fans in October 1970. I did
not track down when and why it temporarily
closed, the Parish talk was all about the reopening of the St Paul’s Badminton Club.
.
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The History of

St. Paul’s Church
Efford
As parishes go, our current parish is pretty unique. We do not,
as most parishes do, have an area of fairly similar housing, a
fairly level socio-economic field, people in similar jobs with a
similar number of cars in the drive. Inner city parishes, it is
worth noting, are
also different from
their rural cousins
too. In more rural
areas, the closeknit community feel
that a church can
provide the social
focal point. In some
ways, our parish
seems more like
two rural parishes
tending to two different communities. In fact, it’s easy to notice
that Emmanuel’s end is the more affluent, has more detached
or semi-detached housing, newer cars, a different dress sense,
and a community embracing newer technology. St Paul’s has
the opposite, social poverty, lower-wage families, terraced
housing, a higher reliability on public transport and a greater
make-do-and-mend attitude. The focus group of both churches
is starkly different, but the mission is the same. Apt then, that
as St Paul’s and Emmanuel develop into two parishes with that
one joint mission, we take time to reflect on St Paul’s >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> a church very much with a heart for its community,
rather than just a church at the heart of the community. A
church which does things a bit different to its big sister. Somewhat fitting then, that our look back at St Paul’s through the
years is more about people, community and interaction rather
than chronology.
Since the sod was turned in the 1930s, the new Efford estate
was developing fast and a site for a church was now much in
everyone’s thoughts. Sir Patrick Abercrombie, one of the minds
behind A Plan For Plymouth (1943), had clear ideas about the
placing and design of churches and community centres in the
new estates, and Torridge Way was seen as being an ideal axis for the centre of the new community.
Building up the people of the church, however, was the first priority, and the new curate, the Rev George Ridgway, >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> was put in charge of assessing the needs of the new
community. The building used as a church at that time was a
Nissen hut in Dartmeet Avenue. Mr Ridgway was concerned
that class-consciousness should not divide the communities of
Mannamead and Efford. “Abandon rank all ye who enter
here” (TocH) was very much the watchword as Efford became
part of the parish.
One way of breaking down inhibitions is to have a party, and
there were many parties of one kind or another in this period.
Organisers included the Lower Compton Variety Concert
group, with Hilda Beer, Pat Elson, Artie Poultney, Madame May
Terry and other performers.
Nearly 70 years later, with social, economic, general and spiritual development, Mr Ridgway’s concerns about classconsciousness should not be forgotten as we look to form two
parishes - it is about how best to meet the needs of each area;
how each church can grow closer to its community whilst keeping the same mission and same faithful focus, >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> and not engaging in a them and us policy.
The ground breaking for the new hall/church took place on the
30th September 1951 and the laying of the first stone of St
Paul’s, took place on the feast day of the Conversion of St
Paul, on January 26th 1952. The missionary zeal of St Paul’s
emphasised further by the participation of the African clergyman, the Rev Onyedum.
For the record, the architects had been Mr Haines and the
contractors were Pearn Bros.
Funding for this project had come, in part, from money ‘ported’
from St Paul’s Devonport, which was not to be rebuilt after the
Blitz. £10,000 was still necessary for the project, however, and
Emmanuel set about raising half the sum and the diocese
found the rest.
With the building of Highfield School, along the same axis of
Torridge Way, major steps had been taken towards realising
Abercrombie and Paton Watson’s intentions.
Now underway, the
work on a simply brick
building, to be built in
under a year, on Torridge Way had begun.
The photo (right) shows
the altar from the west.
The site on Torridge
way was already home
to a community hall,
and now a conversion
would bring a church to
the area. Efford, a mostly post World War II suburb of our
city with a unique location and a history which included
William the Conqueror! (see p22-23) would now have a
church to bring the community together.
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The History of

St. Paul’s Church
Efford
continued
St Paul’s continued to develop, and just eleven years after the
first hall/church was built, a new separate church was needed.
On St Barnabas Day 1963 the laying of the foundation stone
took place and the ceremony of consecration took place on
26th September 1964 with the Bishop of Exeter. Thus concluded one chapter of the history of this church, a chapter which
had begun in the mid-1930s. It is difficult to know what the men
and women of those times would have made of the demolition
of all the church buildings in Torridge Way in 2006 - a short
forty-two years after the triumphs of 1964.

The
building
on
Torridge
Way, in 2005.
A year before
it was to be
demolished.

Photo by Nick
Connett.
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St Paul’s, in its infancy, was a church plant, with a group moving up from Emmanuel. Jo Connett recalls some of the names
who were central to the early days in Efford:
From my memory there were several people who originally
came up to St Paul's from Emmanuel to be part of the original
church plant. Frank and Erna Hutchings, Jack and Kathleen
Pill, Ernie Hookway are all names who were part of that as far
as I know. Also Margaret Biscombe's Mum, May Ellis and Vera
Deacon, people Ginnie Serpell knew very well, Other names
include Ted Broadribb, Ernie Kingdom, Roy and Dot Davis,
Ron and Penny Caldwell - all people who faithfully served at St
Paul's in the early days. Also as far as I am aware Greg's mum
Audrey
Serpell was involved in some way.
As St Paul’s new chapter is about to written, there is once
again a team of faithful stalwarts at its helm; John and Judy
Earl, Margaret Biscombe, Jo and Nick Connett, Charles and
Bev Kelly, Betty and John Insly and John Truscott.

Gathering
Harvest.

for

Harvest
Festival
October 2002.
Photo by Nick
Connett
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The History of

St. Paul’s Church
Efford
continued
The 1980s were another telling pivot in the ministry of St
Paul’s, as Jo Connett explains:
I think there will be an archive of minutes from what was then
the 'St Paul's Committee' a forerunner of the SPLOG. SPLOG
came into being when we became the 'North Sutton Team Ministry' in the 80s when we first incorporated St Augustine and for
a short time St Mary's Laira. It was a very exciting time as St
Paul's, for the first time had its own Team Vicar and along with
St Augustine and Emmanuel had equal representation on the
PCC. Along with a Team Vicar we also had a new vicarage
built in Yeo Close and it meant that we had a full time vicar living on our own patch !
As time moved on, needs developed
and plans were afoot to replace the
building on Torridge Way with a newer,
modern building on Efford Lane, on the
Torridge Way junction, diagonally opposite the school.
So St Paul’s changed shape again, from
a cube (1964-2005, right, by Nick Connett, (2002)) to the building it is today,
top photo next page >>>>>>> >>>>>>>
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(2021, by The Editor).
During the latter part of forty-two years
on Torridge Way, St Paul’s was
cementing foundations of our day to day
administrative set up today. The Narthex
was home to the first days of the parish
office. The political setup changed too.
The ‘North Sutton Team Ministry was
formed and St Paul’s got its own team
vicar, a new constitution for the church
was formed. In fact Rev John White, St
Paul’s vicar in 1997 became acting Rector during the interregnum.
A familiar name to many will be Captain Steve Payne, of the
Church Army. He arrived at St Paul’s at the turn of the century
and stayed for many years.
Another familiar name will be Rev
Simon Talbot, who did not just bring
fresh eyes but also a young family.
And now a vicar and a curate keep
watch on the Efford flock (Rev Tony
and Rev Darryl respectively).
There was also Mission Week, in
2005. A celebration of Faith, both in
the church and in the school (see
photos right).
Faith through action and in action
are part of the ethos of St Paul’s epitomised by their response during
the 2020-2021 pandemic - you can
learn more about that elsewhere in
this edition.
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The History of

Efford
Efford (anciently Eppeford, Elforde, etc.) is an
historic manor formerly in the parish of ‘Egg Buckland’, Devon, England. Today it has been absorbed by large, mostly post-World
War II, eastern suburb of the city of Plymouth. It stands on high
ground above the Laira estuary of the River Plym and provides
views over long distances: to the north across Dartmoor, to the
east and south-east across the South Hams. It consists predominantly of local authority and housing association properties. Before this land was built upon it was known as
'The Wilds of Efford', and was largely unspoilt countryside and
marsh land. That a deer park may have been attached to the
manor is suggested by the survival of the street name "Deer
Park Drive".
It is listed in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Elforde, the 6th of
the 10 Devonshire holdings of Robert Bastard, one of
the Devon Domesday Book tenants-in-chief of King William the
Conqueror. It included a fishery, which paid tax of 12
pence. Robert held it in demesne, together with Hazard, Blachford, Stonehouse, Bickford and Meavy, all but one of which before the Norman Conquest of 1066 had been held by the Saxon Alwin. His lands later formed part of the feudal barony of
Plympton.
The Bastard family continued to hold Efford for several generations, and it served as their principal seat until the death of Sir
Baldwin Bastard in 1345, during the reign of King Edward
III (1327-1377). In the Book of Fees (c.1302) >>>>>>>

Local History Edition
22

>>>>>>> Nicholas le Bastard is listed as holding Eppeford from the honour of Plympton. By the 16th century
the Bastard family had moved to Gerston in the parish of West
Alvington, Devon, when it was the seat of William Bastard (d.1638/9) of Gerston, Recorder of Totnes and a Member
of Parliament for Dartmouth. In the 18th century the Bastard
family moved to Kitley in the parish of Yealmpton, where they
remained until after 1937, and at the present day, making them
one of the most ancient of Devonshire gentry families.
In 1345, during the reign of King Edward III (1327-1377), Efford
became the property of Roger de Whitleigh, who had succeeded (for reason unknown) Sir Baldwin Bastard (d.1345). The
Whitleigh family remained seated at Efford for a further six generations, having married three wealthy heiresses, Mabil de Esse, daughter and heiress of Humphry de Esse; Jone Winard,
daughter and heiress of Robert Winard; and Isabell Reprin,
daughter and heiress of Richard Reprin. The last in the male
line was Richard II Whitleigh, grandson of John Whitleigh and
Isabell Reprin.
Fast forward to the 19th Century. Historically the area around
Efford had military importance. Efford Fort was one of the ring
of Victorian Palmerston Follies built to provide defence from
risk of French invasion. Come the 20th Century, the area was
heavily occupied by the American army during the preparations
for D-Day. This is memorialized by the naming of a part of Efford as Little America, where an estate of American-supplied
pre-fabricated houses was built from 1945 onwards. Streets
there were given names such as California Gardens, Oregon
Way etc. These names were retained when the estate was demolished and replaced by modern houses in the 1970s.
Source and credit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efford
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PARISH
MAGAZINE
FLASHBACK

Another Parish Magazine
Flashback, this time taking us back to 1995. The
May 1995 edition featured the programme of
events taking place in Efford to mark 50 years
since the end of World
War II - it looks like it all
started
>>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> with
a good breakfast!!
This was also
the year the
Making Waves
was
making
waves - and a
certain Don Nuttall, (at the time
not a regular of our congregation) got a name check - whether
he knew it or not I do not know!
As I type here in 2021, discussions abound about our current
parish, its function with two very different ends - that is, its geographical and socio-economic trends; the needs of Efford and
the needs of Mannamead differ so much that one focus may
not fit all - and the re-forming of one umbrella over two individuals. Rewind 26 years, 1995 saw a
change of parish boundaries - it still
included St Augustine’s in the name
despites its closing in 1972 because
the site still belonged to the parish.
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Some Emmanuel pictorial history now. Top: the old Vicarage in
Lockington Ave, looking rather snow-bound in 1984. Bottom:
The clergy, choir and churchwardens annual photo from 1964.
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These two are both from ten years ago, 2011. Top: Loetitia and
Boatie in charge of food as we celebrated with Emmanuel
Fellowship with a lunch in church. Bottom: A dalek came to visit
Friday Tea Break
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PARISH
MAGAZINE FLASHBACK
The second Sunday in July is often
referred to as Sea Sunday, where
churches nationwide acknowledge the
role the sea, the seafarers and the
maritime industry have played along the
coastline of the UK throughout time.
Since 1824, when The Most Reverend and Right Honourable
John Bird Sumner, the then Archbishop of Canterbury, chaired
an inaugural meeting, those seafarers and those in recreation
on the waves have been protected by the RNLI. In 1985 funds
were raised in our parish for “The Church Lifeboat” and this was
reported in the February 1985 issue.
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January 1985 advertised the forthcoming
parish show - an annual event which
show-cased “home-grown variety”. Do
any of our older members remember any
of the acts which performed?
Of course, this show for was forerunner
to what became Saturday Night at the
Sidholme
Palladium,
the
annual
Houseparty entertainment evening during our years of our church weekend
away at Sidholme. Both the show and
these events were masterminded and
overseen by Greg Serpell. Sadly Greg
passed away in 2020, and with Sidholme
no longer operative, we wait to see if the
final curtain has indeed come down or
whether a new production will arise.
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1985 AND ALL THAT!
THE PARISH SHOW

We mentioned the Parish Show on the previous page, in our
1985 Flashback. It was advertised with a January date which
got me thinking - an evening of home-grown variety on a Saturday evening in January. Saturday Night at the Sidholme Palladium springs to mind!
Turns out I wasn’t too far off. I spoke with Linda who informed
me that when she and Ron joined Emmanuel in 1985 this
event was already an annual occasion. The Parish Show was
coordinated by Greg Serpell.
It seems the show moved to the Houseparty Saturday evening
in 2004 with Greg at the helm. Although the Houseparty at
Sidholme began in 2003, doing two shows a year was too
much so the event continued at a new location.

134 Eggbuckland Road
Higher Compton
Plymouth
PL3 5JT
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mail@reads-diy.co.uk
www.reads-diy.co.uk

Local History Edition
30

EMMANUEL’S FIRST VICAR - THE FAMILY CONNECTION
PLYMOUTH, QUETHIOCK, ESSEX AND NOTTINGHAM!

At the beginning of March, Netty in the office received an email
which read:
Dear Sir/Madam
Whilst I was researching my family history last night I came across your Sep/Oct 2020
Life & Times Parish Magazine with the history of your church as it is 150 years old. I
was amazed to see a picture of my 3 x Great Grandad, Rev George Henry Fletcher
along with a lovely history of the church. He’s on page 10 of 72.
I wondered if it is possible for you to email me a copy of the photo just for my own personal use. I would of course be pleased to make a donation to the church to thank
you. Any other information about him would be helpful - wonder why everyone one was
pleased to see him go ?
His father was Rev. John Rooke Fletcher, 61 years Vicar at Quethiock, Cornwall and his
son Rev. George Henry Ridley Fletcher went into Curate at Sturmer Essex.
Thank you for your time.
Sharon Belfitt (nee Fletcher)
3 x Great Granddaughter from Nottingham
Interesting also Vicar-ing ran in family!

We of course obliged. The photo, in its larger form, was
emailed back along with further information which Richard Line
was able to pass on.
Nice to hear our magazine - newly online in 2020 to enable our
congregations to still access it - has also been accessed and
read from far afield. We have been able to, albeit accidentally,
help someone in Nottingham, whom we would not otherwise
been able to help.
A note here is appropriate to say thanks to Chris B for his work
in rebuilding PDFs and uploading magazines to the website for
me - his efforts have not just helped me, but enabled our congregational to access the magazine and also facilitated Sharon
finding out more about her family history.
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Humbled.
It was an honour to work for The
Royal Household and such a proud
moment to meet a couple who have
served with dignity and a little bit of
fun.
May The Queen be comforted on the
loss of her beloved husband The
Duke of Edinburgh...
...It was an honour to shake his hand.
Amy Kowalski
We met him 10 years ago when he
presented Simon with his Afghan
medal. A huge privilege.
Carol Springett
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We’re very saddened by the news of
the death of His Royal Highness The
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. We
send our deepest sympathies to the
Royal Family. The Duke of Edinburgh
became Patron of our 'Enterprise
Neptune' appeal in 1965. We're grateful for his support and patronage,
which enabled us to acquire 576 miles
of coastline in England, Wales, and
Northern Ireland, for everyone.
The National Trust

So sad to hear of this man’s death. He
was a war hero, a loyal husband who
gave up his career to support his wife
in her role - aleader who became a
supporter,an active and involved father
in times when this was less
fashionable. He was an active environmentalist and passionate about the
world’s wildlife but equally passionate
about people who were under pressure. Humorous, and often in trouble
because of it, always a military man
and equally admired and loved by the
military. A real man! You Sir were an
example to us all - may you rest in
peace! You will be greatly missed.
Stu Brown
(Colleague and a Christian, based in
Exeter)

(via their Facebook page)

The Rt Rev’d Nick McKinnel, Bishop of
Plymouth, recalled the time he met
Prince Philip at a black tie dinner in
Plymouth:
“I had my clerical collar on and he said
to me, ‘I suppose you are going to be
saying grace?’ I said I was and he said
‘I hope it’s a proper grace, I don’t like
those made up ones.’ Fortunately I had
the grace of Sir Francis Drake already
prepared!”
Bishop Nick added “There was a lot of
behind the scenes good things that he
did that he didn’t want any recognition
for.
“He didn’t like to wear his heart on his
sleeve.”
The Rt Rev’d Nick McKinnel
Bishop of Plymouth

Emmanuel with St. Pauls
the tenor at Emmanuel was rung 99
times at midday today (10th April
2021) by Glenn Francis
to mark the passing of HRH Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
The official wording for the inclusion of
the event in The Ringing World read:
Guild of Devonshire Ringers
Compton Gifford, Devon
Emmanuel
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (19–3–14 in E♭)
99 Tolling
8M Glenn Francis
To mark the passing of HRH Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh
Counted by Alena Wardle

(text from exeter.anglican.org)
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Thy Kingdom Come 2021 – 13th – 23rd May
At the heart of Christian life has always been prayer. In the last year many have
found themselves praying like never before. Christians believe that prayer not only offers solace but also changes things. For the last 5 years, churches around
the world have set aside the days between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday
to pray for people to discover faith in God and his love for them.
24/7 Virtual Prayer Room
Last year, Exeter Diocese ran a virtual prayer room on zoom for the Thy Kingdom
Come period. Over 500 people participated from across the whole of Devon and
spectrum of church traditions. A few churches took on a whole night or block during the day. One lady prayed for 10hour slots across the time. People loved being
part of something bigger both in terms of it being continuous prayer and involving
the whole Diocese. They also loved meeting people from all over the county at
the handover moments.
We are doing it again this year and people can sign up for a slot during which
they can pray however they would like. People can pray on your own or with
many others. People could even spend the time praying with 5 others or more
outside depending on government restrictions. Please sign up for a slot at
www.24-7prayer.com/signup/d660ad

Surrounding the South West in Prayer
Also as part of TKC this year we will be joining churches from across the region
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as we seek to have someone praying on every mile of the South West Coast Path.
This will be happening at 10.30am on Saturday 19th June. As Bishop Robert writes,
‘This is a fantastic initiative and opportunity for people from across the region to
surround the South West in prayer. What a delight to praise God in places of such
natural beauty and wonder and pray for this glorious peninsula of England.’
It’s delayed until June to make it as unrestricted as possible but before holidays
get going. Churches and individuals can book their bit of coast path at
www.southwestawake.com
TKC Resources for all ages, from age 3 to 103:
The Cheeky Pandas is an 11-part fun-filled and Bible based series, with songs,
animated stories, prayer and interviews with special guests including Bear Grylls
and Gemma Hunt.
Adventurer and writer Bear Grylls will be a name known to most of us, for his adventures across the globe, (including one where he cooked salmon for Barack
Obama in Alaska) and his fundraising activities, such as jet skiing around the
world in aid of the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution. He was Chief Scout from 2009
to 2018, after which he became Chief
Ambassador of World Scouting, saying
"I’m very proud and humbled to take on
this new role as Chief Ambassador of
World Scouting and continue to promote
the great work Scouting is doing across
the globe. Scouting is a worldwide force
for good that unites young people with
positive values and an adventurous spirit.
We aim to make a difference in our communities, help young people learn new
skills, and be kind to all people." He is
very vocal about his faith.
Gemma Hunt may well be known as a
presenter of Songs of Praise, but to our
children she is more often seen dressed
as pirate, presenting Swashbuckle for
CBBC. She also co-presents The Alpha
Film Series with Revd Toby Flint (curate at Alpha-founder Nicky Gumbel’s church,
Holy Trinity Brompton, London)*.
Both have described their Christian faith as the “backbone” of life.
You can download the first episode of The Cheeky Pandas, accompanying activity
pack and family service outline at www.thykingdomcome.global/cheekypandas
* Hattie Williams, Alpha Launches Documentary Film Series, in The Church Times,
22nd April 2016 (background and picture credit)
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We had a go at making an Easter
gardens - some of us used soil,
plants, rocks etc, whilst others made
ones you could eat afterwards. There
was even one cleverly built using a
computer game programme!

KIDS CHURCH
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Fruits of the Spirit
We looked at the passage and message of Galatians
5 v16-26. The two sides of each of us. We used face
paints to turn each other into Jekyll and Hyde. We
also played a few games to help explore
this passage.

KIDS CHURCH
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On the 18th April we had a
Welcome back party in the
hall, with food, dancing,
games and a chance to catch
up once again with those we
hadn’t seen for a while. The
weather was so good we went
outside anyway to play some
games.

KIDS CHURCH
38

Work began after the Easter weekend to make the Steele Pearse
Hall a more welcoming space for
both our children and other users.
The long back wall now carries an
image of a rainbow, with the
reminder that God keeps his promises. Our children will see this
week in week out, keeping the
knowledge of God’s eternal promise in their minds. It will also work
as subtle evangelism , it is a
church hall after all, so why shouldn’t we use the blank canvas to promote our faith. Many thanks to
Holly and Debbie for their
artwork skills.

KIDS CHURCH
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Although Stephen has been working with the Pathfinders since March, his
introduction missed the previous deadline. We did publish it in the newsletter,
but for completeness and archiving, it is repeated here in Life & Times.
40

NEW FOR 2021

Welcome to our Mission of the Month section. I don’t know if you get it when you
are reading this, but when I am typing on these pages, get so distracted by the
pastries, buns and coffee above. Mind you, you are probably read this with the
real thing in front of you!
As explained in the last edition; the weekly newsletter will carry the current
Mission of the Month and the magazine will then look in more detail at the work of
two missions. Due to how the deadlines fall, the magazine will carry one retrospectively (ie: the magazine will be issued at the end of the month that mission
features) and one prospectively (ie: date of issue is one week prior to this
becoming Mission of the Month). For example: This being the May/Jun magazine
it carries the April and May Mission of the Months.
Over the next few pages we will learn more about the work of these two missions,
and find out how we can support them. Whilst we are on the subject of missions,
Stan’s Tales from the Mission Field, reflecting on his time as a Missionary, will
follow, and there may well be other odds and ends of mission related content
included as well.
Before we turn over to read more, a word of thanks to the time behind the coordination of this revised approach, and those who have offered to make and
bake in the name of the cause. Life & Times therefore, extends a big thank you to
Linda Wheeler and Dominie Burns, as well as bakers Ginnie Serpell, Aileen
Nuttall, Rosemary and Chris Tremaine and so many others.
FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE MISSION OF THE MONTH ON P43
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The Mission of the
Month for APRIL
was ST PAUL’S
COMMUNITY
LARDER

One year since the coronavirus lockdown,
we look back with thankfulness and praise
for all the good work that has been done
and continues to be done through food aid
from our church.
The human cost of the pandemic has been
immeasurable. Yet so has the generosity
and compassion to support the project operating from St Paul’s.
I thought that I would share with
you all the figures that we have
collated after a year.
Emergency Food parcels
410 Delivered to families referred
for immediate help.
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(Referrals from High View, Laira Green
and Lipson Vale Primary schools)
Christmas Hampers
60 Delivered to school referrals and our
own community
St Paul’s Community Larder
220 bags
Anyone in need can come
to church on a Tuesday and pick up a bag of food. We also offer prayer and pastoral support.
> For the past year, we give thanks through it all that God has been with us.
> We pray that God will strengthen us all to step up and step out further.
> We ask that your kingdom come and your will be done.
Jo Connett
More photos >>>>>>>

How about a delicious homemade cake or preserve?
Would you like one in exchange for a donation to the mission of the month?

Dominie Burns is offering marmalade, jam or chutney

Aileen Nuttall is offering her sumptuous fruit cake, various sizes as
requested.

Ginnie Serpell is offering her famous Teabread

Linda Wheeler is offering her carrot cake, a whole tray 24 pieces, half or
quarter tray

Rosemary and Chris Tremaine are offering Weetabix Loaf Cake, healthy
and delicious

Other goodies may also become available, keep an eye on the newsletter
Please ring the donor to order and arrange collection or delivery.
If you would like to join the list and be ‘a cake donor’, please contact Linda
We plan to do this on an ongoing basis, so watch this space!
Along with supporting the Mission of the Month this will help us to keep in
touch. Any queries: Contact Linda Wheeler 01752 227003
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St Paul’s reached out to it’s community during 2020, and especially at Christmas.
Top: Judy and Margaret construct Christingles. Bottom: The team bag the
hampers. Photos by Nick Connett
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The Mission of the
Month for
MAY is
CHRISTIAN AID

With every gift, with every voice, with every prayer, with every action, we
stop this climate crisis.
Our planet is changing, but some people are feeling the effects of this more than
others. Weather extremes are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis and one place that has experienced this is Kenya.
In parts of Kenya in 2020, drought was followed by relentless rainfall and flooding,
which damaged crops that had struggled to grow. Together, the climate chaos and
coronavirus are a double threat to lives and livelihoods.
Meet Rose: a loving, hard-working grandmother
One woman who is experiencing the worst of the climate crisis is Rose. A grandmother, Rose is an experienced village leader. She is proud to be able to >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>>> cover the costs of her grandchildren’s
education by working as a casual labourer.
After her husband died in 2006, Rose began to feel
ill. She went to hospital and was diagnosed with
HIV. She says: ‘My faith has helped me to accept
my status and I believe that, with the doctor’s advice, I will live a long life.’ The medication Rose
takes requires her to eat a balanced diet, but because of the long journeys to get water, she can’t
farm the vegetables she needs and she goes hungry.
In this desperate climate chaos, Rose battles to
bring water home for her grandchildren. Every
morning, after nothing to eat, she sets out on a
long, dangerous journey, walking six hours to collect water.
While she walks, her stomach gives her stabbing
pains. She feels weary under the hot sun and the
full jerry cans are heavy (40 litres of water weigh
40kg). Her aching legs walk on, because if she
gives up, her grandchildren will suffer hunger and
thirst. ‘We have to walk long distances. We are
suffering,’ she says.
Rose needs every last drop to survive the climate chaos.
Rose remembers her childhood when the rain was
reliable and there was plenty of food. She wishes
her grandchildren could have the same lives; instead, she hopes that her sacrifices will give them
the chance of a better future. But the climate crisis
is driving her to the brink. When she arrives home,
exhausted, her grandson Charles cooks her a
meagre bowl of porridge – but he knows she is still
hungry.
But it shouldn’t have to reach this breaking point.
There is a nearby earth dam just minutes away
from Rose’s home. It should be a lifeline. But it’s
not wide or deep enough for everyone’s needs. It
runs out of water too quickly.
Rose and her community need a bigger dam, to
help them capture the rainfall and create a longlasting source of water for their families.
Please donate this Christian Aid Week (10-16
May). Your gift could help a community >>>>>>>
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>>>>>> build an earth dam, providing a regular and
reliable source of water in affected areas of Kenya.
£4.40 could teach 10 farmers how to plant
drought-tolerant crops that can survive the
drought.
£10 could buy a pair of taps at a water point
which will be installed at an earth dam, making it
easier for people to fetch water.
£42 could buy 350kg of cement, which is needed to build an earth dam.
£545 could pay for a skilled labourer to work on
the construction of an earth or sand dam.
Every pound raised, every prayer said and every
action taken, are expressions of our Christian love
and compassion, of our belief that all life is equal
and precious in the sight of God. Together, we stop
this climate crisis, and give brave, hard-working
women like Rose the chance to thrive.

A TIME TO REFLECT
Put the kettle on, grab a slice of cake
and reflect on the work of our
Missions of the Edition!
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(N.B. Please excuse non-PC language, it was acceptable when written!)

About the time I stayed with Farias we held the first adult baptismal service to be held in Tefé. This is my account written at
the time. “There were five for Baptism, in this order, Milice, then her husband
Silveiro; Hemogénia, her daughter Rosa, then her husband Eduardo. We had
the service in Eduardo’s house, then went outside to the lake for the baptism. It
was within about 10 yards of his door,
Baptism
this being high water time for us, (at
low water it would be about a mile or
more!) There were about 35 people
to the service in the house, which was
kept very short, just a hymn, prayer,
reading, and a brief explanation of
Baptism. After this we went to the
lakeside where the crowd grew to
over 100, many complete strangers,
and we sang another hymn after
which Laurie gave a gospel address, and he certainly did let them have it. Then
came the actual baptism, Laurie entered the water and immediately trod on a
lump of wood under the surface and sat down, a titter ran through the crowd but
they sobered up straight away and were exceptionally reverent throughout. The
first three baptisms passed uneventfully but when it was Rosa’s turn she was
dreadfully nervous, (she is only in her mid-teens). Laurie had arranged to baptize
her by her bending the knees instead of going backwards, so had his hand on
her head. He was just saying the words “I baptize you in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” and got as far as the word “and” when she threw herself backwards. Laurie just managed to hold her and it didn’t look too bad, in fact
I think I was the only one to notice it, as I was the only one to know of the other
arrangement, but it caused a nerve-wracking second or two. Next came Eduardo, and I think I have mentioned before that he is a cripple. This meant that I
had to be one side of him, Laurie the other, and almost carry him into the water.
When we were in I should have stood back, and was just going to when Laurie
said “I don’t think I can manage him by myself, let’s baptize him together.” That’s
all the notice I had of my first baptism! After the service the crowd hung around
for a while so Laurie gave them another gospel message. They really got a basin
full that morning, but with many of them it was the only opportunity we may ever
have of telling them of Christ!”

Tales for the Mission Field
48

Over the years we had a lot of baptisms, and many of them were unique in different ways. The second baptism in Tefé was unique in its opposition from the Catholic priests. Having heard about the first one, and being warned of a second one
planned, they printed a leaflet saying why it was not a valid baptism. They distributed these liberally around town,
but did not take into account the
Baptism Service (1963)
fact that most of the recipients
were only semi-literate, and certainly could not follow the argument. Most thought it was an invitation from us to attend!!! The result of this free advertising was
that we had two or three hundred
on the bank, probably the biggest
congregation we ever had. The
Priests didn’t try that again!
Manuel’s baptism, at a small settlement just outside Tefé, was
again unique. Laurie led it again,
with about 4 missionaries and a
Crowd watching baptism
dozen locals on the bank watching. He was standing waist deep
in the lake facing us, back to the
lake, when to our consternation
we all saw a giant, red, maneating fish rise out of the water a
few yards behind him!!! We yelled
a warning and it was probably the
quickest baptism you have ever
seen. I don’t think we have lost a
missionary or baptism candidate
yet!
One thing that all baptisms had in
common though was that they
were a massive witness. There
was not much entertainment and
a baptism always attracted a
crowd of non-believers, for many
it would be the first, and often only, time that they would hear the
Gospel message, and thus was
one of the times when we as missionaries felt most the immense
privilege and responsibility of
Group watching the baptism
preaching the Gospel to those
who had never heard.
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The national news was full of the Falklands
War, the Welsh Miners’ strike, the launching
by General Motors of the Opal Corsa (on the
continent) or as it was called in the UK, the
Vauxhall Nova, there was a break-in at
Buckingham Palace and Henry VIII flagship
The Mary Rose was raised from the Solent.
In music, it was the year of Fame, Mickey,
The Lion Sleeps Tonight and Come on Eileen. In Plymouth work was underway to
combine the parish halls at Emmanuel (1
and 2) - an increase in concerts had made
the current set up unworkable, as Richard
Line explains:
“[The Rev] Peter Stephens also hoped to
bring more concerts to Emmanuel, and the
one given by the Exon Singers in 1975 was
a case in point. It soon became clear, however, that Emmanuel was woefully equipped
to deal with such functions; it might, perhaps, have become acceptable for homegrown groups to put up with rudimentary catering, changing and toilet facilities,
but the standards of the 1950s were now entirely unacceptable.
The need for a new and extended Hall was ever more pressing, and over the
next few years much time and thought were put into how this might be brought
about. It was not until 1982 that the Hall Reconstruction took place. The diocese
provided £20,000, the city £6000, and the parish £17,000 to make up the
£43,000. The old Parish Hall and the Steele Pearse Hall were linked together,
with movable screens to subdivide the space, and, further west, an acceptable
kitchen and toilets were constructed” (Emmanuel Explored, 2012).
This was 1982. The year Pope John Paul II became the first reigning Pope ever
to visit the UK, the year the Vale of Glamorgan was hit by 36 hours of continuous
snow, the Ford Sierra hit roads and when Tim Waterstone was made redundant
by WH Smith, the face of book selling on the high street changed forever. Well,
that was the year that was. Why, however, am I telling you all this, and what on
earth has it to do with gates and railings - well not a huge amount really, but we
all like a bit of nostalgia! It all hinges (quite literally!) on this. With time on my
hands and the iron work around the hall in need of a face lift, I set >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> about a bit of refurbishment. One day whilst I was working
away, I was asked about the last time
they were painted. Well, I didn’t know
for sure. I informed the enquirer that
the halls had been joined in 1982,
and the gates may have been fitted
then but I did not know for sure. I do
remember Stuart Macallister doing
some work some time since 2001 but
other than that I could not give any
answer. We clocked an old hinge, so
noted the gates were not the original
- as can be seen by the top arrow in
picture 3. But this is a blow up of picture 2, and we can clearly see the
current gates in position during the
build (bottom arrow). All in all, it’s
nigh on twenty years since any memorable refurb, and over forty years
since their installation. Probably no
wonder then they were in need of
some TLC.
It is thought that it was St Augustine
in Confessions: Latin who first alluded to the three basic education skills, known as the three R’s. He wrote ...legere
et scribere et numerare discitur 'learning to read, and write, and do arithmetic'. Of
course, the three Rs, of reading, writing and arithmetic are
juxtaposed to the taught curriculum and the need to spell
things with the correct letters. So if educationalists can turn
RAW (Reading, Arithmetic and Writing - the raw elements
of education) in to 3R’s then no harm in me changing them
completely to something that makes sense: Rust, Repaint,
Refresh. Photos 4, 5, and 6 show the rust!
>>>>>>

Gates and Railings
51

Ru

Rep

Ref

http
The
20R
20O

>>>>>>> The gates, from a distance looked black.
Under closer inspection, rust was very much in existence. So a sand down was in order. Followed by
some wire brushing - thanks to my Dad for the use
of his battery-powered drill and to Fred for the wire
brush end bit to fit it - and behold, a flake free, fairly
flat surface (7), all ready for a springtime sprucing.
For months people have complained, voiced opinions and struggled to strike a balance between
wearing both glasses and a face covering in shops
- fair point, but wearing an industrial face mask to
keep dust out of your throat coupled with safety goggles to keep dust out of your eyes is really difficult,
especially with a drill and a spinning wire brush in
your hand. Luckily, no Christians were harmed in the
sanding of these gates. So it seems we can gloss
over that matter then!
Now, I’m no Dominic Chinea - The Repair Shop’s
metalwork expert - so these gate were not going to
get their missing parts recast, replaced and
re-soldered, however, a sanding and removing of
rough edges made them safer, and ensured a cleaner finish. Photos 8 and 9 show some of the repainted gate - even surviving the rain less than forty-eight
hours after being painted. My thanks to Peter for his
help too.
Some say the older Royal Navy ships are held together by paint, some say the Forth Road bridge in
Scotland is one continuous paint job, and no sooner
have you reached one end it’s time to start again.
True or not, painting a ship means the rest of the
fleet looks shabby, so on to the next one. At 1006m
between its two towers, The Forth
Road Bridge, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is the fourth longest in the
world, and was the longest outside the
United States when it opened in 1964.
No wonder painting its 39,000 tonnes
of steel is seen as a job for life. Luckily
for me, I wasn’t met with that much
steel - but one painted gate did mean
the surrounding railings looked but a
mere shadow of both the iron gate and
themselves - and so to the fiddly bits
my attention was turned. It turns out a
gate with ornate swirly bits >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> is easier than railings. The
handrails and the square dividers are
fine, but painting both sides of thin
round spindles without missing a bit is
quite tricky. Photos 10 and 11 show the
railings by the fire door (behind the
gate) after their repaint. And with the
handrail up the flight of steps to the
Steele Pearse Hall door also done,
three sections of the springtime sprucing were complete.
In Plympton the council’s refurb team
have been busy repainting the subways. One particular subway has a
road crossing over it, and thus some
safety railings too. I’m glad I didn’t
have as many as they had to do (975
for the record), just the 91, 56 of which
are up by the main entrance - time for
section four of Operation Hammerite!
A sanding, some wire brushing and a
wipe down later, and five square joining pieces, five ground bolt plates, 56
spindles and two wall brackets were
ready for their new coat of paint. One
side was painted on a sunny Wednesday afternoon, the other on a cold
Monday morning amid a swirly bracing
chilly wind - wrapped up against the elements. At least the weather helped
dry the paint quicker! Photo 12 shows
the railings by the main door looking
resplendent in a smart black number; a
coat fit for purpose and one which will
protect against the elements all year
round.
The art teacher will always say, it is
against black that colours stand out
and show their brightness - our reason
for black ironwork is to provide a backdrop to the colours of the garden you will see on the next page. Nature does its
own springtime spruce up!
Oh, if a whole article about painting iron which included the Royal Navy, a big
bridge, an 80’s throwback, twelve pictures, St Augustine and the Pope was more
than you wanted, or even bargained for from the title, then, here’s the short version: The Church Hall gate and railings have been painted.
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A bit of self-indulgence for the Editor in our archive photos this time!
Top: Rev Tony holding a 2-week old baby Robert, 6th Jan 2019 Bottom: Rev
Karl holding a 2-week old baby Robert, 6th Jan 2019 Photos by The Editor
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The “By….” line on this page may give
the impression I have written this article
in relatively close conjunction with
Bishop Robert. This is not the case. I
have in fact written in whilst my little
Robert sleeps upstairs - as for the
Bishop, I’m not sure what he is up to at this very moment. Seriously though, it is
the Diocese website which I have to thank for Bishop Robert’s words in this
article, and it is his message coupled with our own pictures which come together
to cement the importance of our faith, of Jesus’ resurrection and the gospel message of hope. Speaking on Easter Saturday, 3rd April:
The Bishop of Exeter has said the relaxing of some of the coronavirus restrictions
in time for Easter feels like a resurrection of sorts.
The Right Reverend Robert Atwell said, “The sun is shining, the flowers are coming out, there’s a real sense of buzz in the air and energy.
“It does feel like a resurrection and, as a Christian, it fills me with great joy, because the risen Christ is here amongst us and bids us, live our lives to the full –
which is what God wants….
Small singing groups are able to lead worship in church buildings and the whole
congregation is permitted to sing outside on church land.
Bishop Robert said he was looking forward to preaching the sermon >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> at Exeter Cathedral’s Easter services, where a choir and congregation
would be present together for the first time “in months”.
“In a sense that is a real act of joy too,” he said.
Many churches across Devon are preparing to hold Easter Sunday services in
their church buildings or online. A number will be livestreaming services. Some will
hold part of the service outside to enable members of the congregation to sing.
It is a contrast to Easter 2020 when all places of worship were closed and every
Easter service was online.
Bishop Robert said, “So many people are looking for a sense of hope and direction as we go forward. It has been a dramatic experience, the past 12 months.
“A number of people are actually in deep and profound mourning. Easter is about
speaking light into that darkness and hope to those who despair.
“It is the offering of new life which God gives us.
“That is the message that I want to be sharing with people on Easter day and I
hope wherever people are across Devon it is what they experience in their families
and their communities and wherever they celebrate.
At Emmanuel, many of us came together in the church yard on Easter
Sunday morning to sing together (photo 1 (by Geoff Sussex) and photo 2 (by John
Philips)). Our online congregation though
joined with the actions as the still show
(photos 3 and 4, by Tim Lyddon). Here’s
to us filling the church (whether we sing
outside before, or not) in 2022, just like
we did in 2011 (photo 5, by Tim).
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something might still be arranged when
life returns to normality. The C of E
spokesman for the environment is the
Bishop of Norwich.

What a gloriously sunny Easter Sunday
we had to celebrate The Risen Christ?
Having the band outside and the congregation suitably spaced meant we
were able to sing, before the service &
reassemble afterwards to sing a lusty
Thine be the Glory! Seeing all the Pathfinders up a tree like Zachariah added
to the fun. We do appreciate the AudioVisual team of Tim, Ray, and Chris that
have brought us so much visual worship during lockdown on Facebook and
You Tube. Thank you to Karl and Nicky
who have often had the ideas the AV
team have had to implement!

It was interesting to hear on Spotlight
that the average deaths for England in
the past 5 years increased by 14% in
the year Covid year 2020, but in the
Spotlight area of Devon, Cornwall, &
parts of Somerset and Dorset it was
only 5%! We have been blessed indeed.

Our sympathies with Becky Bale on the
death of her father in Totnes.

For those that know Val Franksen you
will be pleased to know she is having
some respite rest in Plympton. She has
had such a rough time we trust she will
enjoy her stay. Stuart Mcallister another
of our elder statesmen is back home
after his fall and operations on his hip
and thigh bone. He has enjoyed his
stay at Mount Gould Hospital, but says
it was a luxury to have 2 cooked meals
a day, compared with the one he has at
home!

Linda and I are pleased to give thanks
for the safe delivery of our 2nd grandson
to Sally and Sam in Newport, South
Wales.
The Butlers have retired, both Dr
James and Emma and are busy decluttering their home, before downsizing,
with plans to keep a home base in
Plymouth.
We’re delighted to hear Mary Walters
had 2 offers on her house on the same
day after about 70+ viewings and accepted one! You only need one buyer I
say, learning from ten years in estate
agency!

We are all impressed with the success
of the St Paul’s food bank. Jo on behalf
of all the team up there gave an interesting talk on the first Zoom Coffee
morning.

Emmanuel had partly prepared a climate change Conference before lock- Elaine Baskerville was telling me she
down came along. It is hoped that has twice been caught in Scotland
when the lockdowns have been de-
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clared. On the latest one, she had an
excuse to come home to keep a hospital appointment for her eye. She is
keeping fit and does a bit of Tai Chee in
her back garden!

near Marks & Spencer as a church. The
high street is changing since Covid.
There is a real opportunity here with the
regular footfall and they will also be
near Methodist Central Hall.

It was good to see John and Frances
Billing in church. He can walk on his
own in Central Park which is great
progress.

Jonathan and Kim are returning to their
much-appreciated flower ministry. Kim
has also been responsible for the flower
décor during the live Sunday services.

I bumped twice into Emily Cannon on
our regular walk on the Hoe. She is fine
but does not get time to come to church
as her husband works in west Cornwall,
and so they enjoy seeing each other at
the weekends. He has returned to his
old job

Great congratulations are due to Grace
and Keith Smith celebrating their
Golden Wedding anniversary in April.

Our congratulations to Mike Cooke celebrating his 96th birthday recently.

RMW

St Paul’s produced a lovely large-scale
Easter garden, which was displayed
outside the church (see below)

No-one is safe until everyone is safe,
the moniker we rightly are hearing with
Covid, so we are encouraged to approach the relaxation of restrictions with
care!
It was interesting to learn that The Vineyard Church has applied for planning
permission to lease the two-storey
premises of Lawsons hardware shop

BELLA’S
Dixie

PET
SUPPLIES

OPENING TIMES: Mon—Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm

Support your local Pet Shop

Weston Park Road, Peverell

Pop in and see us!

Call 01752 783481
Email: mail@bellas-pets.co.uk Website: www.bellas-pets.co.uk
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The upturned iron hull loomed large out of the abyss. The ink black ocean was
only lit by the limited phosphorescent life that populated at this depth. White
flakes flickered in the currents as they fell like ticker tape. Agent Shell swam in
through the jagged opening that had sunk the oil tanker to the seabed.
‘You’re late. We have been waiting for you,' boomed the heavy set white bearded
man floating in the centre of the upturned cabin. Shell knew better than to formulate an excuse for his lateness, so just nodded in apology.
‘I am assuming you have already met Agent Newt,’ said the old man of the sea
pointing his trident at the figure built less of muscle and more of shrimp who was
already moored at the table.
‘Looks fresh out of the pond,’ thought Shell as he shook webbed hands with his
youthful colleague.
‘Shell we begin?’ the ancient mariner chuckled loudly at his pun before launching
into his mission briefing. The Agents of the Atlantis Protection Core listened as
their boss explained, in a blast of bubbles, how they were going to be sent out to
discover the purpose of the descending pump the Land-lovers, the colloquial term
they used for Humans, were constructing above, ‘…and if necessary, destroy it.’
The Agents were each handed a cylindrical backpack containing a selection of
marine life repellents and heavy-duty tools. ‘It is imperative you succeed in your
mission; our very survival may depend upon it.’
Before the tide had turned the two Agents were underway up the water column.
Since they had a long swim ahead Shell thought it best not to be a cold fish towards his new companion.
‘What do you think the Land-lovers are up to?’ he said trying to start a conversation. No response was forthcoming, but Shell continued unperturbed ‘Dredging I
say, on an industrial scale. They are going to rake up all the silt and sediment to
build their sky scraping settlements.’
Agent Newt gurgled an inaudible reply as a compact string of bubbles shot past
them. Shell looked back over his starboard shoulder. Newt was floundering, his
arms spun like propellers as his legs treaded water. He was sinking fast. Newt
had been caught in the wake of the descending Kraken, its presence felt more
than seen in the murky waters. Under normal circumstance the Agents from Atlantis could swim free of the suction of the colossus squid, but Newt’s backpack
was acting like an anchor pulling him downwards. Shell gave hand singles to encourage his co-worker to jettison the contents of his canister. Newt was getting
out of sight. Shell had to withdraw, or risk being sucked down himself. Various
hand held devices, protection gismos and large utensils floated upwards. Newt
drifted free. The pair swam on.
The black water turned dark blue as they gulped up the nautical miles. Transpar-
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ent and translucent life darted around them. White balloon shapes bobbed above
them, it was hard to tell if they were jellyfish or salt stained shopping bags. A
school of silver fish dispersed and regrouped as the Agents passed through them.
Shell felt a tingling sensation wrap around his port arm. A tentacle had grabbed
him. Another twisted around his waist, followed by another. The more Shell struggled the tighter the sticky seaweed-liked bared tendrils gripped. Shell looked for
Newt, he was in the same predicament. These Jelly Fish were acting on instinct,
they were hunting and had mistaken them as prey. Shell could see Newt reaching
inside his tool pack, they carried jellyfish neutraliser, but Newt’s was gone. The
electric tingles were getting more frequent as the pair were reeled in closer to the
creatures’ mouths. Shell found his spray, but the twisted web that covered him restricted his movements. It was impossible to angle the spray in the right direction.
Newt was being dragged away. Shell acted quickly. He turned the central clip on
his swimsuit, his fin-winged Jacket and backpack fell away as he slipped free. He
dived after Newt, spraying the box-shaped head of the giant pulsating blob. Shell
disentangled his fellow agent before the Jellyfish awoke.
As they rose higher they could feel the sound waves of construction echoing
through the water. Sunlight glistened as it cut through the surface. An ominous
outline was starting to become visible. There was more than just the one pump being built. It looked like an enormous metallic spider crab bearing down upon them.
‘What do you think it’s for?’ asked Newt. ‘Industrial scale fishing is my guess.’
‘Hmm’ replied Shell ‘can’t tell from here, we’ll have to take a closer look.’
Approaching the nearest pipe with caution, they looked inside, they could just
make out a bladed fan and mesh netting. They backed off as a spluttering noise
came from within. The machine coughed out a stream of chewed up fragments of
hard man-made materials. Shell inspected a handful ‘Plastic’ he spat, his gills
puffed red with rage. ‘If only we still had our tools we could destroy this machine.’
As the Agents contemplated their next move their conversation was interrupted by
the sound of breathing respirators drawing near. A swarm of divers descended on
their position. Shell and Newt made a break for it. The new swimsuit jackets with
integrated fins they wore, had been developed to allowed greater speed and manoeuvrability, however Shell was no longer wearing his. As Newt ducked and
dived for freedom Shell found himself caught like a fish in a net.
Like a cornered shark Shell’s only option was to go on the offensive. ‘Stop dumping your plastic in our home,’ he snarled as he lunged forward. The divers backed
off, except one who remained where she was. ‘Stop. Stop. Please stop and listen,’
she pleaded. ‘Let us explain. Please?’ her disarming air of calm was distorted
through her breathing apparatus. Shell paddled to a halt.
‘This machine is not designed to add more plastic to the ocean, it is designed to
remove the plastic that is already there.’ She went on to explain that during the
pumps installation the suction filter had backfired sending the test contents of its
processing chamber back to the seabed. The dive team were here to repair it.
‘Finally, you Land-Lovers are taking care of the world’s waters,’ said Shell when
she had finished.
‘We have to,’ said the diver. ‘Our very survival may depend upon it.’
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You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. Who rang Emmanuel’s Tenor bell in memory of Prince Philip?
2. Which bridge got a mention in the article about paint?
3. What were Judy and Margaret making?
4. In which year was the Beach Rock Pool and Scripture party?
5. Who has restarted the Flower Ministry at Emmanuel?
6. Which CBBC programme does Gemma Hunt present?
7. In which year did the Dalek visit Tea Break?
8. How many Christmas Hampers did St Paul’s deliver?
9. What reopened in October 1970?
10. Which Bible verse did Tony quote?
11. How much does it cost to teach 10 farmers to grow drought-tolerant crops?
Answers:
Q1: p33

Q2: p52
Q3: 44

Q6: p35
Q7: p27

Q4: p6
Q5:p59
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Q8: p43
Q9: p11

Q10: p3
Q11: p47

On Saturday 24th April 2021
we
streamed our first wedding at
Emmanuel allowing over 150
people to virtually attend, ten times
those actually allowed in the
building.
The happy couple were Conor Page
and Laura Wright.
Rev Karl Freeman officiated.
Editor’s Closing Comment
As we mark the moments of our past in
this our annual history edition, it’s
somewhat apt that we close the
content on this edition with the making
of history, a new chapter, a new step.
This is the written record of first wedding streaming in the parish and a nod
to the progress all churches have
made from their analogue ancestry to
their developing of digital deliverance
over the last fifteen months. Thanks to
Tim, Ray King and those who aided
them, for facilitating this historical
moment at Emmanuel. History made!
Of course nothing beats being together
in person but more people can watch
than would have ever attended
anyway. And now we can cast our net
further, for Christ and for couples.
Ed!
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Did you know…

1 in 4 people will
experience a
mental health
problem in
any given

Did you know...
Rough Sleepers
have a life
expectancy
of only
42 years

Head Office
There are ways you
can help. Contact
Shekinah or look
online at
www.shekinah.co.uk

Bath Street,
Plymouth,
PL1 3LT

reception@shekinah.co.uk

01752 203 480
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