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Advent approaches, season near, that heralds start of Church’s year
Bishop Robert without his staff, appears in archive photograph
Christmas Eve in Tefe, December, was a memorable time to remember
Designers amid our children see, decorated Christmas Tree
Eulogy printed of passing friend, at this time compassion send
Fallen heroes remembered too, who fought, and gave their life for you
Graham Bale to Lundy Island, run - the kind of thing he does for fun!
Homegroups back and new ones too, Robin will help find one for you
Interesting facts to spread with glee, about the magnificent Christmas Tree
Jesus, of course is found throughout, each day of our life, can ’t live without
Kidz Church pictures take a break, but event in June leaders look to partake
Life & Times you’ll find is stuffed, from A to K but that’s not enough
Mission of the Month for you - find out more at W
Online Version in colour be and festival of Christmas Tree
Published writer, not daily rag, she’s written for an RE Mag!
Quinquennium, a churchy word, used anywhere else is quite absurd
Reporting back on generous gift, in memory the hearts of Amazonas lift
Synod address for election try, to hear the heart of Gospel cry
Tea Break outing as you will see, for Dartmoor ride and nice cream tea
UCB through Mike Cooke gives, from Romans do good in how one lives
Virtual ingredients thrown in the mix, enabling audience a concert fix
Wycliffe, not detective, but translators, Bible language propagators
Xylophone is hidden within the pages, to find a word for X took ages!
You have been reading, the quiz bell chimes, another packed Life & Times
Z like X is hard to do, you will find a zebra hidden too!
So another issue packed as full as a good mince pie, stuffed to the brim like a
traditional stocking and is as full as you might be after Christmas dinner. Plenty to
read and find out about then!
I couldn’t, for some reason, get my head around a normal paragraph or two in
prose for for this page, but yet the harder task of poetry did seem to work. Oh well,
on the subject of poetry, if you have a favourite poem, or have chance to write a
poem, why not send it in for the Jan/Feb edition, which will of course
feature our usual Winter Literature Festival. Anyway, mulled wine anyone?
Cover picture: Christmas Tree (credit: www.goodfon.com/wallpaper)
Editor: John Kowalski
Proof Reader: Richard Line
Regular Contributors: Rev Karl Freeman, Tim Lyddon, Ron Wheeler,
Stan Porter, Mike Cooke, Owen Kowalski, Sheila Clifford and The Mission
Committee.
Copy Deadline for next issue: 5pm, 14th December

Website: www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
Facebook: search ‘Emmanuel with St. Paul’s
Adverts included are not an endorsement of the product/service by the
Church.
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I have just been elected to General Synod for the next
quinquennium and to commend the ministry of Synod to your
prayers I thought I might share my reasons for standing. Here is
my electoral campaign address…
Electoral Address for General Synod
Rev Preb Karl Freeman (64) I am married with three
adult daughters, a son in law, two grandchildren and an
aging Golden Retriever!
I grew up in Islip, a rural village just outside Oxford. I
trained as a teacher at St Luke’s College in Exeter
where I met Nicky, my wife. Playing senior rugby was
probably as much an incentive to go to St Luke’s as
learning to teach! I taught for eight years before theological training at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and being ordained in 1990.

Why am I standing for synod?
Call me a fool if you like but I love the Church of England! I love working together with brothers and sisters from different traditions who are bound together
by their love for Christ. I love the almost inexhaustibly diverse opportunities that
our unique position, in parishes up and down the land, hands to us on a plate with
which to serve our Lord!
Because I love serving in the Church of England, I believe our identity, access to community life and effectiveness in mission are worth contending for.
Because I’ve already served once on General Synod, I know how the
machine works and how to contend for the good of the church within it.
Because these are critical times for the re-development and re-vitalisation of
our church, I want to be in with a faithful shout as to how we should ‘keep
the old as long as it’s good’, but be prepared to ‘take the new as soon as it genuinely serves us better’.
Because these are not times for the fainthearted or those without energy, vision and passion, I want to bring those essentials, together with my long and
diverse experience (See over!), to bear on enabling mission.
Because our Archbishops are reviewing ‘strategic priorities for the next ten
years’ and seeking to ‘transform our operating model for the future’ we
need experienced ministers in the arena of Synod who can match their innovative ideas against the realities and demands of practical parish ministry.
Continues overleaf >>>>>>>

Rector’s Report
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>>>>>>>
Because these are turbulent times for belief, I believe our church, is called to
hold out Christ’s call to all people in a loving kindly, and gracious manner, whatever their background or faith perspective might be. The Gospel speaks of proclaiming love and forgiveness and of taking up our cross, forsaking the way of
the world and following Christ. That voice needs to be nailed to the mast of our
church if we are to remain faithful in our great commission to go and make true
disciples. Love, repentance and faith must be at the heart of the Gospel cry.
My Passion
My foundational calling and passion as a disciple of Christ is to see the ‘ordinary
person’ introduced to following Jesus and deepen their relationship with him
through membership of his body, the Church. To bring people home to their loving
Father.
Please pray for the legislative leadership of the Church of England through
General Synod – we are facing some critical decisions over the next five
years.
Rev Karl

At Emmanuel
1st November
15th November
29th November
6th December
20th December

At St Paul’s
8th November
22nd November
13th December
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11.30am to
1.30pm
For more details
contact Bev Cree
on 01752 775213
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NATIONAL
COLLECTION WEEK
15th-22nd
NOVEMER*
*We aim for Remembrance Sunday in the Parish so the
Shoeboxes are in on time for national collection week.

Jesus Christ took our sins
and He died on the cross.
Then on the third day God
in Heaven said, “It’s
enough,” and He raised
His Son to life. This is the
Good News. We’ve got a
responsibility to take this
message to the ends of
the earth.
Franklin Graham, President

6

Imagine that traditional Christmas scene. A quaint English snow-covered village
setting, comprising a street devoid of all vehicles save for a single bicycle propped
against a low wall, a Church shining light through its stained glass windows, houses
with chimneys pouring out the smoke produced by the roaring, although unseen,
fire within, a door from which hangs a holly, a lamppost adorned with a wreath, a
child pulling a small sledge and a robin sitting on top of a post box. At the front of
the picture, making footprints in the snow, a man, possibly shadowed by a dog, carries over his shoulder, a Christmas tree.
So important is that tree that the man has battled
the snow to provide for his family. As we gather
around our tree, as focal a point to our room as
Jesus birth is the season, we take this time to
celebrate the Christmas tree.
In this feature we will trace the history of
Christmas Trees, find out what they mean
to others around the world and learn some
new interesting facts.
It’s not just the smell, this year, it’s the
story behind the smell, the joy of the
tree and its importance to our Christmas family time. Of course, without
the birth of our saviour there would
be no Christmas, but since Victorian times, the Christmas tree
has helped us celebrate the
reason we celebrate.
Some of our children have
been busy decorating trees
for us too. Find them, and
others throughout and
the names/credits of
the artists on p20.
Pages 6 to 17, text
credit https://
www.history.com/
topics/christmas/
history-ofchristmas-trees
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The history of Christmas trees goes back to the symbolic
use of evergreens in ancient Egypt and Rome and
continues with the German tradition of candlelit Christmas
trees first brought to America in the 1800s. We trace the
the history of the Christmas tree, from the earliest winter
solstice celebrations to Queen Victoria’s decorating
habits and find out about the role of the Christmas tree
across the globe.
Long before the advent of Christianity, plants and trees
that remained green all year had a special meaning for
people in the winter. Just as people today decorate their
homes during the festive season with pine, spruce, and fir
trees, ancient peoples hung evergreen boughs over their
doors and windows. In many countries it was believed
that evergreens would keep away witches, ghosts, evil
spirits, and illness.
The ancient Egyptians worshipped a god called Ra, who
had the head of a hawk and wore the sun as a blazing
disk in his crown. At the solstice, when Ra began to
recover from his illness, the Egyptians filled their homes
with green palm rushes, which symbolized for them the
triumph of life over death.
Early Romans marked the solstice with a feast
called Saturnalia in honour of Saturn, the god of agriculture. The Romans knew that the solstice meant that soon,
farms and orchards would be green and fruitful. To mark
the occasion, they decorated their homes and temples
with evergreen boughs.
In Northern Europe the mysterious Druids, the priests of
the ancient Celts, also decorated their temples with
evergreen boughs as a symbol of everlasting life. The
fierce Vikings in Scandinavia thought that evergreens
were the special plant of the sun god, Balder.

Christmas Tree Festival
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Fast forward to the 16 th Century and the traditional known
story of Christmas Tree origins. Germany is credited with
starting the Christmas tree tradition as we now know it in
the 16th century when devout Christians brought
decorated trees into their homes. Some built Christmas
pyramids of wood and decorated them with evergreens
and candles if wood was scarce. It is a widely held belief
that Martin Luther, the 16th-century Protestant reformer,
first added lighted candles to a tree. Walking toward his
home one winter evening, composing a sermon, he was
awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst
evergreens. To recapture the scene for his family, he
erected a tree in the main room and wired its branches
with lighted candles.
Most 19th-century Americans, it is said, found Christmas
trees an oddity. The first record of one being on >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> display was in the 1830s by the German settlers
of Pennsylvania, although trees had been a tradition in
many German homes much earlier. The Pennsylvania
German settlements had community trees as early as
1747. But, as late as the 1840s Christmas trees were
seen as pagan symbols and not accepted by most Americans.
It is not surprising that, like many other festive Christmas
customs, the tree was adopted so late in America. To the
New England Puritans, Christmas was sacred. The
pilgrims’s second governor, William Bradford, wrote that
he tried hard to stamp out “pagan mockery” of the
observance, penalizing any frivolity. The influential Oliver
Cromwell preached against “the heathen traditions” of
Christmas carols, decorated trees, and any joyful
expression that desecrated “that sacred event.” In 1659,

Christmas Tree Festival
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the General Court of Massachusetts enacted a law making any observance of December 25 (other than a church
service) a penal offense; people were fined for hanging
decorations. That stern solemnity continued until the 19th
century, when the influx of German and Irish immigrants
undermined the Puritan legacy.
In 1846, the popular royals, Queen Victoria and her
German Prince, Albert, were sketched in the Illustrated
London News standing with their children around a
Christmas tree. Unlike the previous royal family, Victoria
was very popular with her subjects, and what was done at
court immediately became fashionable - not only in
Britain, but with fashion-conscious East Coast American
Society. The Christmas tree had arrived on both sides of
the pond.
By the 1890s Christmas ornaments were arriving >>>
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>>>>>>> from Germany and Christmas tree popularity
was on the rise around the UK and US. It was noted that
Europeans used small trees about four feet in height,
while Americans liked their Christmas trees to reach from
floor to ceiling. German-American sect continued to use
apples, nuts, and marzipan cookies to decorate Christmas trees. Popcorn joined in after being dyed bright colours and interlaced with berries and nuts. Electricity
brought about Christmas lights, making it possible for
Christmas trees to glow for days on end. With this, Christmas trees began to appear in town squares and having a
Christmas tree in the home became a tradition.
Christmas Trees in Greenland
Christmas trees are imported, as no trees live this far
north. They are decorated with candles and bright
ornaments.

Christmas Tree Festival
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Christmas Trees in Canada
German settlers migrated to Canada from the United
States in the 1700s. They brought with them many of the
things associated with Christmas we cherish today Advent calendars, gingerbread houses, cookies - and
Christmas trees. When Queen Victoria’s German
husband, Prince Albert, put up a Christmas tree at
Windsor Castle in 1848, the Christmas tree became a
tradition throughout England, the United States, and
Canada.
Christmas Trees in Mexico
In most Mexican homes the principal holiday adornment
is el Nacimiento (Nativity scene). However, a decorated
Christmas tree may be incorporated in the Nacimiento or
set up elsewhere in the home. As purchase of a natural
pine represents a luxury commodity to most Mexican
families, the typical arbolito
(little tree) is often an
artificial one, a bare branch
cut from a copal tree
(Bursera
microphylla)
or
some type of shrub collected
from the countryside.
Christmas Trees in Spain
A popular Christmas custom
is Catalonia, a lucky strike
game. A tree trunk is filled
with goodies and children hit
at the trunk trying to knock
out the hazel nuts, almonds,
toffee, and other treats.

Christmas Tree Festival
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Christmas Trees in Guatemala
The Christmas tree has joined the “Nacimiento” (Nativity
scene) as a popular ornament because of the large
German population in Guatemala. Gifts are left under the
tree on Christmas morning for the children. Parents and
adults do not exchange gifts until New Year’s Day.
Christmas Trees in Ireland
Christmas trees are bought anytime in December and
decorated with coloured lights, tinsel, and baubles. Some
people favour the angel on top of the tree, others the star.
The house is decorated with garlands, candles, holly, and
ivy. Wreaths and mistletoe are hung on the door.
Christmas Trees in Norway
Nowadays Norwegians often take a trip to the woods to
select a Christmas tree, a trip that their grandfathers
probably did not make. The Christmas tree was not
introduced into Norway from Germany until the latter half
of the 19th century; to the country districts it came even
later. When Christmas Eve arrives, there is the decorating
of the tree, usually done by the parents behind the closed
doors of the living room, while the children wait with
excitement outside. A Norwegian ritual known as “circling
the Christmas tree” follows, where everyone joins hands
to form a ring around the tree and then walk around it
singing carols. Afterwards, gifts are distributed.
Christmas Trees in Ukraine
Celebrated on December 25th by Catholics and on
January 7th by Orthodox Christians, Christmas is the
most popular holiday in the Ukraine. During the
Christmas season, which also includes New Year’s Day,
people decorate fir trees and have parties.
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Christmas Trees in Italy
In Italy, the presepio (manger or crib) represents in miniature the Holy Family in the stable and is the centre of
Christmas for families. Guests kneel before it and
musicians sing before it. The presepio figures are usually
hand-carved and very detailed in features and dress. The
scene is often set out in the shape of a triangle. It
provides the base of a pyramid-like structure called the
ceppo. This is a wooden frame arranged to make a pyramid several feet high. Several tiers of thin shelves are
supported by this frame. It is entirely decorated with colored paper, gilt pine cones, and miniature colored pennants. Small candles are fastened to the tapering sides. A
star or small doll is hung at the apex of the triangular
sides. The shelves above the manger scene have small
gifts of fruit, candy, and presents. The ceppo is >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> in the old Tree of Light tradition which became
the Christmas tree in other countries. Some houses even
have a ceppo for each child in the family.
Christmas Trees in Sweden
Most people buy Christmas trees well before Christmas
Eve, but it’s not common to take the tree inside and
decorate it until just a few days before. Evergreen trees
are decorated with stars, sunbursts, and snowflakes
made from straw. Other decorations include colourful
wooden animals and straw centerpieces.
Christmas Trees in Brazil
Although Christmas falls during the summer in Brazil,
sometimes pine trees are decorated with little pieces of
cotton that represent falling snow.

Christmas Tree Festival
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The history of Christmas trees goes back to the symbolic
use of evergreens in ancient Egypt and Rome and
continues with the German tradition of candlelit
Christmas trees first brought to America in the 1800s. We
trace the the history of the Christmas tree, from the
earliest winter solstice celebrations to Queen Victoria ’s
decorating habits and find out about the role of the
Christmas tree across the globe.
Long before the advent of Christianity, plants and trees
that remained green all year had a special meaning for
people in the winter. Just as people today decorate their
homes during the festive season with pine, spruce, and fir
trees, ancient peoples hung evergreen boughs over their
doors and windows. In many countries it was believed
that evergreens would keep away witches, ghosts, evil
spirits, and illness.
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The ancient Egyptians worshipped a god called Ra, who
had the head of a hawk and wore the sun as a blazing
disk in his crown. At the solstice, when Ra began to
recover from his illness, the Egyptians filled their homes
with green palm rushes, which symbolized for them the
triumph of life over death.
Early Romans marked the solstice with a feast
called Saturnalia in honour of Saturn, the god of agriculture. The Romans knew that the solstice meant that soon,
farms and orchards would be green and fruitful. To mark
the occasion, they decorated their homes and temples
with evergreen boughs.
In Northern Europe the mysterious Druids, the priests of
the ancient Celts, also decorated their temples with
evergreen boughs as a symbol of everlasting life. The
fierce Vikings in Scandinavia thought that evergreens
were the special plant of the sun god, Balder.
Fast forward to the 16 th Century and the traditional
known story of Christmas
Tree origins.
Germany is
credited
with
starting
the Christmas tree tradition
as we now know it in the
16th century when devout
Christians
brought
decorated trees into their
homes. Some built Christmas
pyramids of wood and decorated them with evergreens
and candles if wood was
scarce. It is a widely held belief that Martin Luther, the

Christmas Tree Festival
18

16th-century Protestant reformer, first added lighted
candles to a tree. Walking
toward his home one winter evening, composing a
sermon, he was awed by
the brilliance of stars twinkling
amidst
evergreens. To recapture
the scene for his family, he
erected a tree in the main
room and wired its branches with lighted candles.
Most 19th-century Americans, it is said, found
Christmas trees an oddity.
The first record of one being on >>>>>>> >>>>>>>
display was in the 1830s
by the German settlers
of Pennsylvania, although
trees had been a tradition
in many German homes
much earlier. The Pennsylvania German settlements
had community trees as
early as 1747. But, as late
as the 1840s Christmas
trees were seen as pagan
symbols and not accepted
by most Americans.
It is not surprising that, like
many other festive Christ-

mas customs, the tree was
adopted so late in America.
To the New England Puritans, Christmas was sacred. The
pilgrims’s
second
governor,
William
Bradford,
wrote that he tried hard to
stamp out “pagan mockery”
of the
observance, penalizing any
frivolity.
The
influential
Oliver
Cromwell preached against “the
heathen
traditions”
of
Christmas carols, decorated trees, and any joyful
expression that desecrated
“that sacred event.” In
1659, the General Court
of Massachusetts enacted
a law making any observance of December 25
(other than a church service) a penal offense; people were fined for hanging
decorations.
That stern solemnity continued until the
19th
century,
when the influx
of German and
Irish immigrants
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Christmas Day Truce Football 1914 Tree
Credit: www.history.com
Nativi-Tree
Credit: freeimageworks.com
Christmas Pudding Tree
Credit: charlotteslivelykitchen.com/
Robin in a Tree
Credit: Editor’s own photo
Christmas Train
Credit: www.amazon.ca/
The Operation Christmas Child Tree
Credit: samaritanspurse.org
Berries on a Tree
Credit: Editor’s own photo
For the Farmers
Credit: picclick.co.uk/
The Pentecost Tree
Credit: Editor’s own photo
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Emma (age 4) and Eleanor (age 6)
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Aria (age 6)
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Ella (age 7 almost 8)
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Robert/”Bertie” (age 2 almost 3)
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Lydia (age 3)
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Prince (age 5)
Mini Explorers/Kingz Kids Design
Credit: Emily-Rose (age 8)
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Time for some Christmas Tree fun facts
England’s first Christmas tree was brought to Windsor by
Charlotte, wife of George III, in 1800 but it was the trees
brought in the 1840s by Prince Albert, for Queen Victoria that
led to their popularity throughout the UK. (www.express.co.uk )
Many parts of the Christmas tree can actually be eaten, with
the needles being a good source of Vitamin C. (www.tomango.co.uk )
In the UK, natural Christmas trees outsell artificial Christmas
trees by a ratio of 3:1. (www.tomango.co.uk )
Artificial trees damage the environment. They last for less than
six years in your home, but for centuries in a landfill.
(fencontracts-vegetation-management.co.uk )

The first documented use of a tree at Christmas was in the
town square of Riga, the capital of Latvia, in the year 1510.
(fencontracts-vegetation-management.co.uk )

Nowadays we see angels or stars on the tops of our Christmas
trees, but prior to this it was a figure of the Baby Jesus.
(fencontracts-vegetation-management.co.uk )

The tallest living Christmas tree in the UK grows at Wakehurst,
at Kew’s wild botanic garden in Sussex. It is decorated with
1,800 lights and putting them on takes 12 hours, five staff
members and two cherry pickers hard at work. (www.kew.org)
Between 1887-1933 a fishing schooner called the
Christmas Ship would tie up at the Clark Street bridge
and sell spruce trees from Michigan to Chicagoans.
(www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas-trees)
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BELLA’S

PET
SUPPLIES

OPENING TIMES: Mon—Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm

Dixie

Support your local Pet Shop

Pop in and see us!

Weston Park Road, Peverell
Call 01752 783481
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….I’m stumped!
Photos showing some of the remains of trees in Emmanuel grounds removed
due to being dangerous or diseased. Photos by The Editor
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The Mission of the
Month for
OCTOBER
was
WYCLIFFE

The state of the Bible around the world
It may have been a year of lockdowns and travel restrictions across the world, but
the work of Bible translation has continued to progress, as the annual Bible translation statistics (released 30 September) show.
There’s lots of good news to be thankful
for! In the midst of all the difficulties, established work has continued, new work
has begun, and an excitingly large number of Bibles and New Testaments have
been launched. God has continued to
ensure that his word is becoming more
available to more people in their own
languages, so that individuals and communities can be transformed by the lifegiving message of Jesus.

Mission of the Month
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Highlights
Among the highlights from the past year are:
 Bible translators were able to launch almost one translation per week
 the number of languages with a complete Bible has risen to 717 (from 704)
 the number of languages with a complete New Testament has risen
to 1,582 (from 1,551)
 a further 1,196 languages have some portions of the Bible translated (from
1,160)
 To put these figures in context, there are 7,135 languages, which rises
to 7,378 once sign languages are included.


James Poole, Executive Director of Wycliffe, says: ‘We are so thankful to God
for all he has done in and through Wycliffe and our partner organisations over the
past year. We have been amazed at how God has blessed the work of Bible translation in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic.
These difficult times seem to have been a catalyst for increased urgency and renewed energy among translators and supporters alike. We have had a wake-up
call about just how fragile our lives are and therefore how important it is to reach
people with God’s word in a form that speaks to them best as soon as possible.’
For the first time
English speakers have so many different translations to choose from. Perhaps
sometimes we take it for granted that we can pick a Bible off our shelves and open
and read it in our own language.
James continues: ‘These latest figures are so encouraging. It’s not just the increasing numbers – it’s what they represent. As we look back over the past year,
we can rejoice with the many millions of people who can now read God’s word in
their own language for the first time. That means they will be able to grasp the
gospel message more easily, to know Jesus through the Bible, and be transformed by the power of God’s word.’

Mission of the Month
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Approaching a key milestone in world history
Despite the pandemic and its knock-on effects, efforts to translate the Scriptures
into remaining languages are accelerating.
A number of factors are contributing to this, including the emergence of local translation teams and organisations, greater collaboration between global Bible translation organisations, the increasing availability of technology, the ongoing generous
giving of supporters, and the development of key software.
If the current rate of acceleration can be maintained, projections are that in the next
10–15 years:
 95% of the world’s population will have the Bible
 99.95% will have a New Testament
 100% will have access to at least some portion of Scripture (currently 145 million
people have absolutely none).
James comments: ‘A key milestone in world history is fast approaching – when
everyone will have at least some Scripture in their language for the first time! These
projections give fresh inspiration and motivation for people to get involved in the
work of Bible translation. Wycliffe remains committed to the urgent and long-term
work of seeing the Bible made accessible to all people in their own languages.’
1 in 5 still waiting
There is still much more to be done!
James reminds us: ‘Despite this tremendous progress, we remain deeply concerned for the 1.5 billion people
worldwide who still do not have
the Bible in their language.
That’s 1 in 5 people who do not
have the same access to the Bible which we take for granted.
This is not fair, and translation
teams worldwide are working
with urgency to rectify this injustice.’
The work continues…
David and Alison Tute - serving
the church with Wycliffe Bible
Translators to see lives transformed through a relationship
with God and his life-changing
Word.
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If you would like to give an outright donation and add gift aid,
please contact Dominie Burns or
buy a delicious homemade cake or preserve, all proceeds to the mission
above
Here is what is on offer:
CAKES
Banana Bread contact Mary Orchard 01752 668564
Classic Victoria Sandwich and/or Ginger Cake Sheila 01752 651515
Flapjacks contact Anne Tillett 07717 378474
Fruit cake or Chocolate cake, contact Aileen Nuttall 01752 224400
Lemon Drizzle Cake contact Dominie Burns 01752 665446
Teabread contact Ginnie Serpell 01752 261751
Iced carrot cake traybake, 6, 12 or 24 slices, Linda 01752 227003
Walnut and Banana Loaf with frosted Icing Janet 01752 771067
PRESERVES
Marmalade, jam or chutney contact Dominie Burns 01752 665446
Crab Apple Jelly contact Aileen Nuttall 01752 224400
Please ring the donor to order and arrange collection or delivery and
give them your donation.
Any queries: Linda Wheeler 01752 227003
or Dominie Burns 01752 665446
Thank you for all your support for the Mission of the Month
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My first Christmas Eve in Tefé was memorable. Here is an
edited account written at the time.
“Saturday morning (Christmas Eve) fellow missionaries Bill and Jack arrived at
10 a.m.by plane, then we had our special traditional ‘Christmas Dinner’, My poor
little tummy just about bust!!! It was a good job I ate plenty because I didn’t get
any more until 10 p.m. – and went through about the worst experience of my life
in the mean time! In three hours I escaped death in about a dozen possible ways,
in fact I consider it a miracle that I came through safe, but it has proved beyond a
doubt for me that the Lord is protecting me, guarding and keeping.
Raimundo and his family of believers were coming in for the Christmas services
from their home in Tarará, (1) crossing the river. I was going to meet them with
my launch on the other side of that strip of land at 5.p.m.(2) If they were not
there I was to cross over to their side of the strip (3) to see if I could see them
and if not, leave. I got there and they had not arrived therefore I crossed the land
but could not see much of the river so walked along to the next house (4) where I
had a better view. Still no sign and by now it was 5.45 and would soon be dark,
so I asked if there was a path back to the port from there or if I had to go back
the way I came. They said “Yes, it is easy and only about 10 minutes”. I followed
the path and ran to get there before dark. When I got there it was the wrong
port!!! (5) I traced my way back a little way and saw another side path in the direction of the correct port, but found that gradually petered out! By then it was
getting dark, and as darkness comes quickly I could neither see where I was going nor find my way back. I knew the lake should be to my right so kept as near
to the right as I could, sometimes seeing the lake, but it never reaching the right
place. I realised that one creek I was passing seemed familiar, then about 15
minutes later saw it again. I broke a branch and 15 minutes later found a creek
with a broken branch. I was going round in circles to the left. I tried again, determined to force my way to the right but got back to the same place again. Most of
the time I could see about 2 or 3 feet at the most, only seeing further when I
came to this creek. Any moment I was expecting to tread on a snake or something similar, so you can imagine my shock when a big bird flew up from under
my feet!
I decided that there was only one thing to do, wade along this shallow creek

Tales for the Mission Field
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amongst the trees for about 100 yards to the lakeside. I scrambled along, often
actually climbing through trees branches, keeping out of the water as much as I
could. I was all scratched and cut from my time in the jungle, and I know that piranha can smell blood from a fantastic distance and also that they were near because only three weeks before a 2 year old girl had lost two fingers to them only
500 yards from where I was. Any moment I expected the first bite! Later I learnt
recently an 8ft. caiman (alligator) had been seen there!
Most of the time I was in the water I could see the launch, but suddenly realised
that it was not at the bank but was moving. About 8 p.m. I got back onto the beach
(2) where I had left the launch but by then it was about 100 yards out from the
bank. Some big fish, possibly man-eaters, were jumping out of the water nearby,
so I didn’t dare try to swim for it. I was only wearing a shirt and a pair of very short
shorts, my ankle length rubber boots and my watch. I had nothing else with me at
all. I was freezing cold and the mosquitoes were having a field day. I tried to make
my way back across to the house at 3 but it was far too dark, as a lot of the way
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was over tree trunks placed over a bog, then about 15 minutes later the moon
started to come up, so I tried again, this time I made it to the house and the man
who lived there came back with me. He had a canoe hidden there which he used
to take me to the launch which we found had floated into the side about 50 yards
beyond the point where I had come out of the jungle! Was I glad to be back on
board! I started the motor, and was just pulling away when I saw a torch flash
nearby. I stopped, and there was Bill in a canoe with a young Brazilian lad. They
had spent an hour or more paddling across to find me, and had nearly got
drowned themselves in the process. The canoe was very small and was almost
swamped by the waves in the lake. I had missed tea and also the first of the special Christmas meetings, my boots were torn, my watch stopped while in the water, and I was thoroughly exhausted. I hope I never have to go through that
again, and I am glad I didn’t have to go through it without the Saviour.”
Some of you may have given to the Tribute collected last year when Maureen
Porter went to be with the Lord and would like to know what happened to that money. Some went to Pancreatic Cancer research, some to BMS general funds, and a
sum rounded up to £500 went to PEPE Amazonas. Maureen had worked for 8
years in Amazonas as a missionary, including children's work, and I had worked in
tribal ministry and church planting. We later worked in Sao Paulo where Maureen
helped found PEPE, a pre-school system for needy children. PEPE spread
nationally and internationally, and eventually reached Amazonas, the first PEPE
school being started a few hundred yards from our home in the city of Manaus. I
have just received the following from the organiser of PEPE Amazonas.
"At last the gift in memory of Maureen has arrived. We are so grateful for this great
blessing!
We have agreed a destination for this offering. We are going to open a new PEPE
in an indigenous settlement in Manaus. It is a place extremely needy! The local
leaders have managed to buy a site inside the settlement, have already made
some evangelistic initiatives there with Bible studies, community breakfasts with a
service, cinema with biblical films for the children, and now we are going to open a
PEPE.
We thank Jesus for the time that He allowed you to serve our nation, and for all
your missionary travels and for the generous heart you have for missions up to
these days. The Lord continues in mission through us. We have many challenges!
We thank the Lord also for the bequest left by Maureen, your beloved wife, who being with the Father, continues her memory serving Jesus and making this offering
arrive to our children in Amazonas. God bless you powerfully, Missionary Anny "
I think you will find that a worthy tribute to Maureen.
Thanks to you all, Stan
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Emmanuel with St. Paul’s parish supports Church Army, principally
through regular donations to a linked Church Army Evangelist, Richard Cooke,
and this article provides some information about the beliefs and work of that Christian organization. Here is an extract from a recent letter written by Canon Mark
Russell, Church Army Chief Executive :“I passionately believe that meeting Jesus transforms lives. In Mark 5 Jairus is
filled with fear and anxiety for his terminally ill daughter, yet he is filled with faith
that Jesus can heal her. As Jesus makes his way to Jairus’s home, a woman who
has been bleeding for years -also filled with fear and anxiety – has the faith to
reach and touch Jesus. Her faith makes her well. As Jesus makes his way from
town to town, meeting people, and healing people, he transforms human lives. As
Saint Mark tells us, time and time again Jesus was among those on the edges,
those judged by others, those excluded, forgotten and left behind. Reading about
Jesus inspires me afresh for the work that Church Army is called to do. Our evangelists and staff work outside church buildings, drawing alongside those in need,
seeking to serve and love, and help people know they are important to God.
Whether it’s preventing homelessness, or supporting women caught up in prostitution, building community on housing estates, helping prevent addiction or working
with marginalised young people, Church Army’s teams are with those on the edges and helping them meet Jesus for themselves. I am remarkably proud of what
we are achieving together, and we can only do this because you stand with us and
invest in our work. Thank you for your partnership in the gospel. The whole
Church Army team join me in thanking God for you and praying his blessing for
you.
With all good wishes , Mark Russell , Canon and Church Army Chief Executive

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STAMPS
A reminder that you can quite easily help the
"Embrace the Middleeast" (previously BibleLands)
Please save the following used postage stamps

ALL FOREIGN

UK OVER 60p

UK PICTORIAL (but not Christmas ones)

(NB: Used UK ordinary 1st & 2nd. Class stamps are of no value and not needed)

Please trim round the stamp including the postmark, leaving a half-inch border
and hand a batch from time to time to Mike Cooke or put them in the box
at Emmanuel Church
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GROUPS MEET AS SHOWN BELOW
Most groups meet weekly in term-time,
except in the week of the first Wednesday of the month
ADDRESS

LEADER

DAY

TIME

Hartley

Mark Bullard &
Philip Rowland

Thursday

7.30pm

Hartley
(Fortnightly)

Mark Parkman &
Mavis Holmes

Friday

7.30pm

Mannamead

Linda Wheeler

Monday

2.30pm

Mannamead

Vera Mitchell

Monday

7.30pm

Mannamead

James Butler

Tuesday

7.30pm

Mannamead

Kate & Bert Tayler
& Sally Eales

Wednesday

8.00pm

Mutley
(Steep hill)

Emma Butler

Wednesday

7.30pm

Holly Martin
(Children present)

Thursday

Mutley
(Steep hill)
(Women only)
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1.30pm
(Bring & share lunch at
12.30pm)

WHAT ARE
HOMEGROUPS
LIKE?
Small groups





WHO TO
CONTACT

Sharing friendship
Bible reading and



Rev Robin Brown
on

discussion




Email:
robin.brown@emmanuelplymouth.co.uk

Prayer

Telephone:

Supporting each other




Mobile: 07779 154241

Growing in faith
Learning together


Having fun
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About 22 of us set out from Emmanuel church
on a smart Tamar coach expertly driven by
‘Mike’. Mike gave the safety message as he
drove to around the pub on Mutley Plain then
he gave us a good humoured commentary
and a very smooth drive to Postbridge. The
sun shone warmly on us for most of the journey whilst surrounded by towering dramatic
cumulous. We travelled through the quarries
and past Kelly College, through Tavistock to
the pub at Grenofen where we all enjoyed a
really nice cream tea. God’s blessing!
We would love to have more members for our
2pm Friday Tea Break. You are welcome!
Photo 1 - Ready for a good day out
Photo 2 - John on the clapper bridge
Photo 3 - Here is Stan “Is it the Amazon?”

TEA BREAK
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A Devon churchyard which has been transformed by a group of volunteers into a
wildlife haven with trails for children and seating areas for quiet reflection has won
this year’s Devon’s Best Churchyard award.
The award was given to St Andrew’s, Ashburton, by the Devon Campaign to Protect Rural England (Devon CPRE).
St Peter’s Burial Ground in Budleigh Salterton (East Devon) was runner-up.
Three churchyards were Highly Commended: St Swithuns in Shobrooke (Mid
Devon), St Swithuns in Woodbury (East Devon) and St Mary’s in Buckland Filleigh (Torridge). All Saints Church in East Budleigh, previously a winner and a
runner-up, received a Certificate of Excellence.
Holy Trinity, in Buckfastleigh, received a Certificate as Most Improved Churchyard.
This is the competition’s fourth year and there were more entries than ever before.
Devon CPRE’s judges travelled the length and breadth of the county to visit every
entry and were impressed by the standards and originality of the work being carried out in churchyards by teams of volunteers.
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Head judge and CPRE Trustee Ivan Buxton said: “Ashburton stood out this year.
It’s amazing what they’ve done, and it was evident how hard everyone has
worked.
“Arriving here, we were pleasantly surprised by the ingenuity and innovation employed to embrace the challenges posed by the pandemic and provide facilities for
adults and children alike.
“There’s more being done for wildlife, for the environment and for people. Sometimes, it’s just simple things like a new welcome sign, bird boxes or a drinking bowl
for dogs, but it makes all the difference.” Penny Mills, Devon CPRE
Ashburton had taken the use of QR codes to a new and inventive level, with speciality trails and gentle challenges to encourage children and the young at heart to
hop or jump around the perimeter of the church building. That was a lovely touch.”
The teams from Ashburton, Budleigh Salterton and the three Highly Commended
churches were presented with oak plaques to mark their achievements. The winning churchyard also received £200, which Ashburton has said it intends to spend
on seeds and bulbs.
Receiving the award on behalf of St Andrews, Volunteer Churchyard Coordinator
Geoffrey Histed, a retired modern languages teacher, said, “We’re delighted and
it’s a tribute to a huge amount of hard work and teamwork by the volunteers.
“I was completely overwhelmed by the fact that we had won.
“We’ve got the biggest and the best green space in Ashburton and we want to
share it with the church and the town. We wanted it to be a joint project between
the two. That’s exactly what’s happened and that, in itself, is as big a success as
receiving this wonderful plaque that we’re going to put up with pride somewhere.”
“Our Churchyards are incredible resources, not only places of quiet reflection,
prayer and remembrance, but also places to discover, explore and wonder.” Archdeacon of Exeter
Mark Rylands, Ashburton’s Team Rector and Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of
Exeter, said, “It’s just amazing. Two and a half years ago, Geoff and I had a chat
about what this churchyard could be – an oasis, God’s Acre, we talked about a
space where people could come and unwind and unfurl. He has galvanised so
many people. We couldn’t believe we’d won.”
Following their visit, the judges wrote in their report: Throughout the churchyard
are thoughtful touches, well-planned to stimulate interest in the surroundings.
They give a sense of place that invites sharing and caring and combine to provide
a green oasis in the centre of this ancient town.
The main aims of the Best Churchyard competition are to encourage the use and
upkeep of churchyards so that they are welcoming to people and wildlife-friendly.
During the pandemic, Devon’s residents have appreciated the green spaces
around their churches like never before. In some places, they have been the only
public space for people to exercise and be at one with nature during Lockdown.
Twins Harry and Erin try out the ‘Giant Walk’ in Ashburton churchyard
Larry Sampson, Sexton at St Peter’s in Budleigh, said, “We’re very, very pleased
to be the Runner-up. One of the pleasures of working here is that you do get compliments from people who come to visit loved ones, equally we have many people
who don’t have loved ones laid to rest here and they come because it is >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> just such a lovely tranquil place to be.”
Devon CPRE Director Penny Mills
says it’s heartening to see how
churchyards have responded in
the four years the competition has
been running: “We’ve noticed how
churchyards have taken on some
of the comments that we’ve made
in previous years and it’s fantastic
to see.
“There’s more being done for wildlife, for the environment and for
people. Sometimes, it’s just simple things like a new welcome sign, bird boxes or a
drinking bowl for dogs, but it makes all the difference.”
The Venerable Andrew Beane, Archdeacon of Exeter, who presented one of the
awards, said “I am so grateful to Devon CPRE and their brilliant Churchyard Competition encouraging churches to manage and more importantly develop their
churchyard.
“Our Churchyards are incredible resources, not only places of quiet reflection,
prayer and remembrance, but also places to discover, explore and wonder.
“I hope the competition inspires churches to think how they might encourage people to discover their local churchyard perhaps through trails, activities for families,
or welcoming signs.
“I hope it will encourage our PCCs to think careful how they might explore the wider use of the churchyard and how it can become a community space or wildlife
sanctuary.
“Most of all I hope it opens opportunities for people to just enter these wonderful
spiritual places and wonder.”



For full burials and interment of cremated remains.



Freehold and leasehold graves available



Free on-site parking.



Funeral wakes by arrangement.
Contact our friendly and professional staff for more details.

Tel: 01752 665442
Email: info@ford-park-cemetery.org
EXHIBITIONS AND VISITOR CENTRE CAFÉ
Open March to November
Tue & Thu 10.30am - 3.30pm
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Sat & Sun 12.30pm - 3.30pm
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Back in 2017 to early 2019 we published extracts, over a number of issues, from
Tim Lyddon’s book ’From a Street Near You’. In his book, written to coincide with
the marked of one hundred years since the end of World War I, Tim recounted
the stories of those from our parish lost in battle and the impact it had on the
families. We return to Tim’s book this year for another extract, previously
unpublished in Life & Times, and find out about how Seymour Road was effected
by war. We begin with the fairly familiar name of Russell Winnacott.

At a house called ’Hyperion’ on
Seymour Road lived
Lieutenant Russell Winnacott M.C.
Russell was born on 24th May 1898 to Richard
and Annie Winnicott. He was the youngest of
5 children. He had 2 sisters (Dorothy and Marie) and 2 brothers, (Victor and Harold) but
Victor died when a teenager.
By 1911 they were living at ‘Hyperion in
Seymour Road. (During the 2nd World War,
the building was used as the WRENS headquarters. It was visited by the Queen and Lady
Astor on 7th May 1942 while King George VI
toured the dockyard.)
Russell's father was a hardware merchant and was well respected in the city, becoming a Justice of the Peace and an Alderman.
Russell was educated at Plymouth College, and The Leys, Cambridge.
He became a 2nd Lieut. 5th Devonshire Regiment in Oct 1915; promoted Lieutenant on 1st July 1917 and transferred to the Royal Flying Corps in Aug 1916; and
obtained his wings in November.
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He served with the Expeditionary Force in
France and Flanders from May 1917,
taking part in over 50 Aerial Combats, and
bringing down 15 enemy machines. He was
killed in aerial action near Cambrai 6th
December ember 1917, age 19.
He was buried at Varennes Military
Cemetery, and is commemorated in the
Chancel of Emmanuel Church.
His commanding officer wrote:
“Your son was one of the bravest pilots I
have had in my squadron, and his death
has robbed me of one who was more than
a friend”
and the Padre:
"Everybody loved him for his courage and cheeriness; as a pilot he had a great
reputation, not only in his own squadron, but throughout the Wing; we were all awfully glad when he got his M.C. which he most thoroughly deserved”.
He was awarded the M.C on 8th October 1917 for conspicuous bravery in the field.

134 Eggbuckland Road
Higher Compton
Plymouth
PL3 5JT

Try us first for:
hardware - ironmongery - paints - electrical - tools glues - decorating
supplies - plumbing – house signs - fuels – key cutting - shoe repairs –
dry cleaning - household -plants - garden supplies - pet supplies

mail@reads-diy.co.uk
www.reads-diy.co.uk
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At a house called ‘Hillsborough’ on Seymour Road lived
2nd Lieutenant Stanley Wolferstan
Stanley Wolferstan was born on the 1st January 1898 to Harold and Fanny
Wolferstan. Stanley was the youngest of three children. The eldest was Helen
(b.1892) followed by James (b.1895). Stanley’s father Harold (b.1860) was a
Solicitor and the family lived at ‘Hilllsborough’, Seymour Road. Stanley received
his education at the Mount House Preparatory School and at Plymouth and
Mannamead College.
He went to Canada in 1914 and entered the service of the Bank of Montreal.
When war was declared he endeavoured to enlist but was too young.
As a result of his repeated entreaties, a nomination for Sandhurst was obtained
for him. In September, 1915, he returned to England to take his military course.
He passed out in March 1916,
and was posted to the Dorsetshire Regiment.
Later he qualified with distinction in musketry, and was detailed for duty as Instructor at Tidworth.
In February, 1917, he went to France, where he was attached to the 1st Dorset
Battalion.
He was killed on April 3rd, 1917,
while digging-in with his company after a successful attack
near St. Quentin. He is buried at
Chapelle
British
Cemetery,
Holnon. Plot IV.C.13
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At a house called ‘Home Lodge’ on Seymour Road lived
Lieutenant Colonel Howard Napier Walker O.B.E., M.C.
Howard Napier Walker was born on 6th November 1888 at St Ann Jamaica to Charles Low and Alice Willden Walker. They were married in
1884. In the 1911 Census, when the family were living at Home
Lodge’ Seymour Road, Alice is recorded as being a ‘Lady with Private
means’. Howard was one of 5 children. He attended Sandhurst Military College in 1908, and was commissioned on the 6th February 1909
into the 2nd Battalion, The Welsh Regiment but subsequently got attached to the 5th
Brigade Royal Flying Corps as Major. He became a Lieutenant on the 16th August
1912.
On the 30th September 1914, when fighting in the Battle of the Aisne, he received a
gunshot wound to the groin sent to Paris Hospital 19 Avenue de Bois.
He was promoted Captain on the 15th March 1915.
He was mentioned in despatches on 1st Feb 1917, awarded the Military Cross on the 1st June 1917, and the Order
of the British Empire on the 3rd June 1919. The same day
that he died. The citation read:
St. James's Palace, S.W. 1. 3rd June, 1919. The KING
has been graciously pleased, on the occasion of His Majesty's Birthday, to give
orders for the following' promotions in and appointments to the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire, in recognition of distinguished services rendered during
the War: — To be Officers of the Military Division of the said Most Excellent Order:
— Capt. (A./Lt.-Col.) Howard Napier Walker, M.C. (Welsh R.)
His Obituary in the Flight magazine 26th June 1919 shows he died at RAF Hospital
Finchley of wounds received in action in 1914.
Lt. Colonel H.N. Walker is buried
at Efford Cemetery in Plot:
Church.A.786
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At a house called ’The Ferns’ on Seymour Road lived
Air Mechanic 1st Class Stanley Symons Hamley
Stanley Hamley was born in 1879 and lived at 181 Union
Street just west of the Palace theatre.
His father was a cabinetmaker and auctioneer, and when
Stanley grew up he followed in his father’s footsteps.

By 1914, this upwardly mobile family had a shop in Princess
Square, but were living at ‘The Ferns’ in Seymour Avenue, just
a stone’s throw from the current vicarage.
But then came the 1st world war. His
younger brother Louis, being an engineer, joined the Navy, while the other brother joined the Ministry of munitions, but Stanley, now aged 34, volunteered to join the
Royal Flying Corps. This would be repeated by his 2
nephews, Douglas and Peter when they joined the RAF
in World War 2.
Stanley was given the service number 1813 and was
trained at Farnborough and as an aircraft mechanic on
RE5’s. The RE5 was a plane used for reconnaissance.
In April 1915, his squadron, the 7th Squadron, was deployed to France, 30 miles south of Calais to the St
Omer Race course.
Now on active service, he was entitled to wear the ‘15
star’ medal.
But only a month later, his parents received the dreaded
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telegram saying he had been killed
on Saturday 8th May, 1915.
He was buried in the Saint Omer local cemetery by the south wall in
Plot 1. A. 103.
He is also commemorated on a
plaque in the side Chapel of
Emmanuel Church.

At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning,
We will remember them.
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If you’ve been thinking that it is time that you made your Christmas cake, then you
will have been stocking up, fuel supplies and supermarket shelves permitting.
There’s something special about bringing together the ingredients to create something far better than the component parts, and then adding the finishing touches –
the icing on the cake!
Plymouth Philharmonic Choir are cooking up a treat and the great news is that you
won’t have to wait until Christmas to sample it! After a two-year pause, the choir
are delighted to be performing their next concert on Sunday 28 November at 7.30
p.m. So, what about the vital ingredients? The venue is the Plymouth Guildhall
with its spacious, iconic 1950s grandeur. The 35 members of the orchestra will be
led by the highly respected and very accomplished violinist Mary Eade. The voices
of four superb soloists will bring a unique depth and richness to the performance.
We will be welcoming Soprano Philippa Hyde whose concert, oratorio and operatic
career has taken her all over the world, performing in some extraordinary venues
including the Chapel of Versailles and the throne room in the Rosenborg Palace,
Copenhagen. She will be singing Mozart’s exquisite Exsultate Jubilate. Performing Bach’s Christmas Oratorio in the Sydney Opera House is one of many concert
highlights for Mezzo-soprano Kate Symonds-Joy. Former pastry chef, Matthew Pochin performs across the UK and Europe as a Tenor soloist. He regularly sings
with the choir of HM Chapel Royal, Hampton Court. Baritone Richard Bannan began singing as a chorister in St Paul’s Cathedral and, when not teaching and pursuing his career as a soloist, is lay-clerk of St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle.
Whereas it is customary to soak the dried fruit for the cake in brandy, the same
can’t be said about the choir! Under the baton of Musical Director, Christopher
Fletcher, voices, refreshed from the break, are back in great form with renewed energy and drive. Which is just as well with the number of notes to be sung in the
works being performed: Haydn’s Nelson Mass and Mozart’s Coronation Mass. If
you think that these Masses are not your cup of tea, then consider whether you
would judge a cake without sampling it. The music will take you on a roller coaster
ride of emotions with joyous passages where the notes dance along, to intense,
dramatic sections and others where the interweaving of the soloists’ voices is simply sublime. Add to this the ‘in the moment’ experience and excitement of a live performance and what’s not to love?
What will be the choir’s icing on the cake? Having you join us as a member of the
audience. Further information about the concert, together with ticket prices and
availability, is available on the choir’s website (https://plymouthphilchoir.org).
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We have learnt that Charlotte
Beresford
(pictured
below)
has
achieved a first-class degree at
Manchester. Our congratulations to her.
Her elder brother Ben is well into his
Ph.D. We understand Julia was able to
spend a week with Ben and his wife,
Neha, the first time she’d seen them in
a year with their work and hers, and
Covid restrictions all getting in the way
of social life. Julia must be very proud
of them both.

A nice message left on sheets of A5
from Mary Walters, to her Emmanuel
family on her departure to Reading.
Since losing Roger (and her mother
more recently) she felt the pull of her
‘family‘ and felt Reading, where son
Sean, his wife Lizzie and Mary’s granddaughter Poppy live was the right place
to be. We wish her well and we hope
she finds a church to give to and be
embraced by, like us. As she says there
has been a Walters member at Emmanuel for 90 years and Emmanuel will
be a hard act to follow! She can of
course these days follow all our movements on morning prayer on Facebook.
A big thank you is due to Tim Lyddon
for all the research done for the history
of Emmanuel in celebrating our
delayed 150th Anniversary See sketch.
In a way 151 years resonated more!
The variety of books produced, on
display at the back of church shows the
thoroughness of Tim’s research. Please
take one and if you want to leave a donation in the display cabinet (for newcomers this bookcase was built by Our
Rector Karl). The final ceremony was
an opportunity to thank Mike Parker,
and Mike Cooke both nonagenarians
for their enormous contributions to the
life of Emmanuel. Each was presented
with a clock to mark the occasion.

Send you news into Ron: ronwheeler10@gmail.com
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A nice message left on sheets of A5
from Mary Walters, to her Emmanuel
family on her departure to Reading.
Since losing Roger (and her mother
more recently) she felt the pull of her
‘family‘ and felt Reading, where son
Sean, his wife Lizzie and Mary’s granddaughter Poppy live was the right place
to be. We wish her well and we hope
she finds a church to give to and be embraced by, like us. As she says there
has been a Walters member at Emmanuel for 90 years and Emmanuel will be a
hard act to follow! She can of course
these days follow all our movements on
morning prayer on Facebook.
A big thank you is due to Tim Lyddon for
all the research done for the history of
Emmanuel
in
celebrating
our
th
delayed 150 Anniversary See sketch.
In a way 151 years resonated more! The
variety of books produced, on
display at the back of church shows the
thoroughness of Tim’s research. Please
take one and if you want to leave a donation in the display cabinet (for newcomers this bookcase was built by Our
Rector Karl). The final ceremony was an
opportunity to thank Mike Parker, and
Mike Cooke both nonagenarians for
their enormous contributions to the life
of Emmanuel. Each was presented with
a clock to mark the occasion.
We
have
learnt
that
Charlotte
Beresford (pictured below) has achieved
a first-class degree at
Manchester. Our congratulations to her. Her
elder brother Ben is well into his Ph.D.
We understand Julia was able to spend
a week with Ben and his wife, Neha, the
first time she’d seen them in a year with
their work and hers, and Covid restrictions all getting in the way of social
life. Julia must be very proud of them
both.

The Missions Committee recently had a
meeting, with the Rev Tony taking on
the Chair from Mike Parker. New member is Sally Fletcher. Other members
are the secretary Dominie Burns and
Linda wheeler, the coffee morning coordinator. They are expecting Anne Tillet
to join them too. In a recent coffee
morning for Shekinah Mission £457.00
was raised. In another coffee morning
£517.00 was raised for Christians
Against Poverty. Well done to the Mission Committee and the cake makers!
Our Harvest Service went off as planned
with donations going to the Women’s

Refuge and Shekinah. In addition, we
had a Red Bucket cash collection to go
to UNICEF, which is supporting countries low on the covid-19 vaccine, so
that they may benefit. This raised a total
of £1100.
Saturday 24th September 2021 saw an
unusual event take place in Emmanuel
Church Halls. Jeannie Moore held a
wake in remembrance of her partner of
20 years David. There was all the style
one would expect from Jeanie including
musical solos from Peter Fisher leader
of the London Chamber Ensemble Orchestra and Judith Hall, one of Britain's
most highly acclaimed flautists. Jeannie’s musical knowledge launched the
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successful series of concerts presented
by the Friends of Emmanuel.
We have sadly learned that John Stone
is suffering from Dementia and is in the
butterfly Care Home in Saltash
Passage, St Budeaux.
We have learnt that the Office for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon
has provided CCTV money to provide
protection to provide night-time street
marshals and extra monitoring for the
Barbican, Mutley, and North Hill which
will also assist the Street Pastors.
Congratulations are two-fold for the
Freeman Family. Revd Karl has been
elected as one of five clergy members to
represent Devon at General Synod, the
main decision-making body for the
Church of England. It meets three times
a year.
Katie Freeman, was asked to write for
Teach Primary magazine about RE and
its place in the primary school
curriculum.
We record thanks here also to Linda
Wheeler and Don Parker who have been
the linchpins to successfully getting our
post-service refreshments up and running again after the long lay-off. Others
have leant an occasional hand in recent
weeks to, and we thank them for their
support.
The outside of the
hall building has
been tidied up, with
the latest project
the re-varnishing of
the
main
front
doors. We thank
Peter Terrell and

Please
do not ask the
editor why there is a
picture of a Xylophone
here. He will know you have not
read the entire magazine and will
suggest you actually read it cover to
cover to find out!
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Two from 2017 this time. Top: Bishop Robert leads the opening session of
our Digging Deeper Course. Photo by Mark Bullard. Bottom: Tea Break
Post-Christmas Party at the Millstones Country Hotel Photo by Dorothy Wood
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Here is part 2 of Linda’s testimony
A Christian Heritage: Part 2
I was not a member of either the Southway Sunday School nor the Crusaders,
but what I saw was that to build Christians you needed to have good Bible teaching, but also fun and fellowship. People who relaxed and shared time together,
would also be able to share and reinforce one another’s faith. Part of what was
required was Christians opening their homes and offering hospitality. Karl said in
his introduction to the Lent Course this year that one of the essentials for pascal
(from death to life) faith to flourish was that it should be in communal. 1 Cor 12
v27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it
Well, you are going to now ask how did all this Christian activity affect me and my
faith? Through my teens and twenties, I was to all extents and purposes a Christian, going to church, reading my Bible daily, even doing that at boarding school,
and yes I did believe in Christ, but I found it difficult to accept that Jesus could
love even me, because I knew what I was like inside. Through my years as a social worker, I held onto faith by the skin of my teeth, but not with trust and confidence. The big breakthrough was when I met and married Ron. It was because
as we were growing to love each other, we faced problems and challenges and
turned together to Christ in prayer and found His presence. He drew us on, leading us into the church family of Emmanuel, where we have our faith fed and nourished and seek to give back and help to grow the fellowship of believers.
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CONGUER EVIL BY DOING GOOD
Romans 12:21
It’s easy to forget why God saved you, what He’s called you to do, and how
you’re supposed to live. So here’s a memo from heaven: “Don’t just pretend you
love others: really love them. Hate what Is wrong. Stand on the side of good.
Love each other with brotherly love and take delight in honouring each other.
Never be lazy in your work but serve the Lord enthusiastically. Be glad for all
God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble and prayerful always. When God’s
children are in need, you be the one to help them out. If someone mistreats
you… pray that God will bless him. When others are happy, be happy with them.
If they are sad, share their sorrow. Work happily together. Don’t try to act big.
Don’t try to get into the good graces of important people, but enjoy the company
of ordinary folk. And don’t think you know it all. Never pay back evil for evil. Do
things in such a way that everyone will see you are honest through and through.
Don’t quarrel with anyone. Be at peace with everyone, just as much as possible…never avenge yourselves . Leave that to God, for He has said He will repay
those who deserve it…Instead, feed your enemy if he is
hungry. If he is thirsty give him something to drink and
you will be heaping coals of fire on his head. In other
words, he will feel ashamed of himself for what he has
done to you. Don’t let evil get the upper hand but conquer
evil by doing good “.
UCB “Bible in a year”
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
11 Harford Court
301 Tavistock Road
Derriford, Plymouth
PL6 8AB
Telephone: 01752 769755
Mobile: 07771 614856
E-Mail:
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This the eulogy for Camilla, as written and
as read by her daughters Rebecca Matthews
and Liz Blackman her daughters.
Rebecca read:
Early years
Camilla, who we call Cam, was the eldest
daughter of Eric and Bertha (Bee) Blackman. As Eric was working away, Bee was
staying with her sister Doris in Eastbourne
when she went into labour, and her brotherin-law David took Bee to the nursing home in
the sidecar of his motorbike in time for
Cam’s birth! It was 1933.
The family was united and subsequently moved to Cornwall where Ann was born in
1936 and Liz in 1940. They lived in various places in Cornwall because of Eric’s
job as a surveyor for the County Council, coming to rest in Truro early in the war. In
1947, after Eric had got a job in Plymouth the family joined him, living first in
Greenbank Terrace and later in the house in Torr Close, Hartley.
Cam would have been about 14 on coming to the city, where she went to Plymouth
High School for Girls and met Heather Blacker, Pat Austin and Anne Thorne who
remained life long friends. Eric and Bee were ambitious for their daughters to have
careers as well as wide, outward-looking interests including ecnouraging the playing of music, and the appreciation of literature and the visual arts.
The family were involved in the educational and social activities of the Quaker
Swarthmore Settlement on Mutley Plain, and were great friends with the warden
and his wife, Donald and Eileen Bentley. Saturday afternoon rambles were organised and the whole family took part, providing a great introduction for Cam to Dartmoor and the nearby countryside, and the start of many enduring friendships including Edna Price, Betty Page nee Hicks, Jean Liddicoat, George Archer and
Joan who subsequently became his wife.
Cam and Ann were members of the Crusaders, a Christian youth movement. Their
activities included outings on Dartmoor and even rowing across the Sound to
Cawsand!
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Young adulthood
After A levels in three subjects, Cam entered the Civil Service and in 1952 moved
to west London to work at the Post Office Savings Bank. She met a family at the
local church who took her under their wing and became firm friends with their
daughter Daphne. Together they enjoyed attending the social activities offered by
the Church, and the socialising with the lively group of young men and women
starting out on their careers. Cam and Daphne stayed friends, though much of
their friendship was conducted over many years at a distance by letter.
After 4 years in London Cam had a a brief spell back in Plymouth to do a Secretarial Course (Miss Prior’s) she returned to London for a few more years, meeting
up with her sister Ann and visiting other family togethe including cousin Zilla with
her husband Derek and children in Wembley.
During this period of her life in London Cam started to experience serious mental
health problems and had what she described as “a break down”. Cam returned to
Plymouth to live and received treatment. At that time mental illness was sometimes seen as shameful and not openly talked about as thankfully it is today. Cam
used to cover her absences from the social scene as “a nasty tummy bug”. Although Cam’s symptoms returned from time to time over the years she learnt to
cope with her condition, and with the help of medication, she got on with her life,
building strong connections with friends and family to help sustain her and provide
her with support when she needed it.
Now Cam was living back in Plymouth,she became a companion to her mother
up to Bee’s death in 1980, Eric having died in 1957. Cam returned to her
Swarthmore Friends, and they formed a “Coffee Pot” group including friends Donald Hill and David Cole, with Summer Saturdays at Tregantle beach a favourite
trip out.
Middle Years
In the early years back in Plymouth Cam worked as a secretary, soon moving to
stay for several years to Serpell Son and Davey, solicitors. This was a very fortunate move because of the support of Roger Serpell, which continued after Cam
moved to Savery and Co, and later, to work at the Plymouth Proprietary Library,
which was Roger’s suggestion. While at Savery’s she qualified as a Legal Executive and became a Fellow of the Institute. But although the stress of such work led
her to leave in 1986, she retained a close friendship with Tom Savery.
Liz read
Cam’s association with the Proprietary Library started in ’87 and continued the rest
of her life. She was Assistant, then Librarian, and after retiring, on the Board of
Trustees (President in 2015). To the end she would ring in weekly to see how
things were going there!
As time went by, Cam developed a full and varied social life, consolidating her interest in music. She learned to play recorders and joined others, even playing for
events.Through music she met Winnie Andrews of the Unitarian Church. She went
with Edna to bird courses at Dartington and other natural history courses >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> with the Field Studies Council, overlapping with Liz’s interests. She was
also on the committee of Plymouth Field Club. She was a member of the Friends
of the Museum, and attended Exeter University Extra Mural courses in Archeology, meeting Dora Searle and Pat Doyle. She was always a churchgoer in the Anglican tradition and since living in the area for several decades attended Emmanuel church. She came to know such a wide range of people in the City one would
almost always expect to meet someone she knew while we were out!
Later life
Never a dominant or loud member of a group, Cam possibly lost some of the confidence she had in her youth as a result of her illness. It was a huge boost to her
in about 1990 to join Cathy Gilbert’s informal “Womens’ Theology” group. Their
studies and discussions were structured to give all participants a hearing.
Cam’s gentle and intelligent contributions were greatly valued. She had also
joined “earth walks” with Richard Lovis of the Unitarian Church, Michael and Erna
Colebrook and others, which explored a wider spirituality. There were also Poetry
and Book groups.
More than 35 years with Cathy’s group led to making more friends and sharing
holidays away, usually in Cornwall, and last held in 2019 in Penzance, which Cam
enjoyed, despite increasing deafness and balance problems.
In these later years, Cam showed great resilence, and quiet fortitude and this
came to the fore when she survived three different kinds of cancer within a couple of years.
The family
No account of Cam’s life would be complete without reference to Ann and her
husband Tony Matthews and their children and grandchildren. Ann and Tony were
always most hospitable to us and many many Christmasses were spent with
them in Windsor. This included our mother in her day. As time passed we welcomed and got to know Rebecca, Joe, Paulus and Kate. The family visited Plymouth every year and have fond memories of those times. There are now 9 great
nephews and nieces. Cam always wanted to know how everybody was and what
they were doing! We now have a diverse and hugely supportive family.
Cam and I spent much spare time together, despite the miles between us, having
many interests in common. We have been companions to each other whether in
the Southwest, Sale or at holiday times, in other parts of the country.
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As the sun rose over the ice-covered landscape it aligned with the snow-capped
cathedral-shaped mountains. A ray of light entered a cave. It reflected off the
chandelier like icicles. The light travelled downwards to fill the chamber below.
The warmth from the golden shard melted what remained of the permafrost that
entombed a figure.
Once long ago a band of Viking raiders had claimed this frozen wasteland for
their own. After losing their boats to the ice they had little choice but to stay and
await the arrival of Odin. With no trees to build houses or long boats they had
formed a settlement deep within the mountains. Over time the hardened Scandinavians had succumbed to the cold until only the daughter of the King remained.
The King’s daughter had learnt to conserve her energy by entering a form of hibernation. How she came to have this ability she did not know, all she knew was
she was the first born in this land. There had been a blizzard that night and the
borders between Norse Men’s lands and the Norse Gods’ Heavens had vanished
under a white sheet. Now every half century she would awake and survey the
status of the Kingdom. A handful of northern explorers had seen fleeting glimpses
of her during her patrols and taken their tall tales of a wild Ice Queen back home
with them, so the Ice Queen she had become.
With a yawn the Ice Queen awoke from her hibernation. After stretching her back
and limbs she stood up from her throne, on which she had slept. She made her
way across the room to revive her companion who was asleep in an alcove by
the stairs. It was a large albino tiger. It grumbled at being roused from it slumbers,
but soon purred upon seeing a familiar face. The Ice Queen, donned her armour,
grabbed her sword and mounted her cat and headed out across the ice.
The last time she had set out the quietness of the Arctic had been disturbed by
intermittent rhythmic thumping sounds. She had investigated the sounds and discovered man had returned. Previously the evidence of their presence had been
limited to a few abandoned tents, broken sleighs and empty tin cans. Now they
had constructed something more permanent. There were four large yellow
portacabins and a cube-shaped rig standing on spindly spider-like legs. At the
centre of the complex was a huge iron pole boring into the pure white snow. Black
liquid oozed and pooled out of the pit. The Ice Queen knew enough about the
world outside the Arctic Circle to know these strangers were drilling for oil. Odin
would not be pleased.
The snow tiger roared in unison with its master as they leapt into action. The sight
of a towering muscular blonde warrior woman riding an enormous snarling battle
cat struck terror into the heart of the drillers. The myth of the malevolent maiden
must have been true. Downing tools they had fled in terror.
That was then; now something was different. The taste of salt hung in the air and
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there was the sight of rolling blue waves on the horizon. Where the oil drilling had
stood was now ocean. The towering ice sculptures, carved by centuries of wind,
that once stood on solid ground now slowly drifted amongst the white crested
waves. As the Ice Queen journeyed along the newly formed coastline her heart
sank. The ice was as thin as a sheet of frosted glass and the turquoise water
could be seen through it. The ground cracked with every step the cat took, its giant
paws leaving fractured prints.
At an inlet there was anchored a bulky grey vessel, its hull was evidently reinforced to cope with the stresses of sub-zero temperatures and strains of the shifting pack ice. Mankind had come a long way since the rickety wooden long boats
that had brought her father’s clan here. The vessel was named HMS… ‘Odin’
shouted the Ice Queen with surprise.
A white bearded man waved from an upper deck as he called back. ‘It’s you, it’s
you, so you are real.’
‘You came back. I waited,’ called back the Ice Queen, her words getting buffered
by the wind.
‘We’re here to drill.’
‘Hope you have not come to drill for oil again.’ The cat adopted an aggressive posture.
‘No…no…’ said the man as he scurried his way down a series of ladders. ‘We’re
here to drill for science’. The man disembarked the ship to explain more ‘We’re
drilling to try and understand man’s impact on this kingdom of ice.’
‘Then I shall leave you.’
However, the Ice Queen did not go far, she remained at a discreet distance and
watched. Content that the scientists were being true to their word she returned to
her throne room. As she nestled down for another hibernation cycle, she wondered what kind of world she would awake to find in fifty years’ time.
Holly and Stephen are excited
about an opportunity to take the
children away for a couple of
days in June next year. Check
out spreesw.org and tell them
what you think. The sooner you
take a look and get back to
them, the sooner they can start
serious planning.
It looks fabulous !

Talk to Holly or Stephen for
more information or check out
the website
spreesw.org
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This time of year our fun and jollity
maybe provided by the jokes from inside a Christmas Cracker.
However, for a break from all the repeats or the more positive “another
chance to hear” motto on small pieces
of paper, why not share these Biblicallywitty signs from America
* Malcolm was sent them by a friend of
his and then sent them our way!
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You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. Who wrote O Tannanbaum?
2. Who was on Lundy Island??
3. What does the Italian word ‘presepio’ mean?
4. Who lived at Hillsborough?
5. Where did Tea Break go?
6. Who achieved a first class degree result in Manchester?
7. In what year was Bishop Robert digging deeper?
8. How many lights go on the UK’s largest living Christmas tree?
9. Who was given service number 1813?
10. Where is Craft and Chatter on 13th December?
11. Why was there a xylophone on p50?
Answers:
Q1: p18

Q2: p50
Q3: p15

Q6: p48
Q7: p51

Q4: p42
Q5:p34

Q8: p21
Q9: p44

Q10: p4
Q11: p2

PARISH
SERVICES
For the times of service
and service type, please
check out the website or
weekly newsletter.
Thanks

Team Rector

CHURCH CONTACTS

Rev Preb Karl Freeman
Associate Vicar

Rev Tony Williams

EMMANUEL OFFICE
01752 260317
1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, PL3 5BZ
Open Weekday mornings 9am-12pm. Answerphone.
Please also use this number for Church Hall bookings

07707 064138
100 Efford Lane, Efford, PL3 6LT
Open Monday and Tuesday mornings 9am-12pm.

03301 139088

Curate

Rev Robin Brown (Emm)
Rev Darryl Cree (St P)
01752 775213
Deacon across the Parish

Rev Bev Cree

01752 775213

Rtd Reader Emmanuel (with permission to officiate)

Tim Lyddon

ST PAUL’S OFFICE

01752 248601

01752 772241

Reader at St Paul’s (with permission to
officiate)

Judy Earl

01752 202593

Church Warden (Emmanuel)

Bert Tayler

01752 319287

Church Warden (St Paul’s)

Bev Kelly
62

01752 781665

Top: The front door of the hall has been sanded and cleaned and
revarnished. Bottom: The decking at the rear of the hall has been repaired and
treated ready for the winter. Photos by The Editor
63

64

